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The Chronicles of Cri,

PART THE SECOND.

—

CHAP. 1.

Here commence the annals of Eri. This chapter gives
an account of the arrival of the colony from Spain
in Eri—their conquest of three quarters of the is-
land—their covenant with the Danan, the former
rulers—their division of their own portion into
three separate kingdoms—the contention of Iber
and Erimionn—the fall of Iber; and the death of
Erimionn. The whole embracing the space from
1006 to 1004 years before Christ, being two years.

B AAL was favourable until the host came within
sight of the land of their vengeance. Then did he
send forth his messengers of air; and they brake
“the vessels, and scattered them on every side : twelve
ships did the servants of the anger of Baal bury
beneath the waves of the vast deep.

On that day was Colba overborne at the mouth
of a river of the land. (a)

On that day perished Cier within the jaws of an
inlet of the sea at the extremity of the world or
land.

Howbeit the remainder of the host with difficulty

reached the shore with Marcad, Iolar, and Blat,
VOL. II. B :



2 CHRONICLES

sons of the hero, and Lugad the son of Ith, and
the children of Marcad and Iolar, and Er son of
Cier, he would abide with the sons of Marcad, his
companions in Gaelag.

And Marcad bad, “ Let three men abide with
each ship, and let all the women tarry with them,
whiles their brethren go to take vengeance for Itk’s
blood, and win the land ; and the cloth was spread
to take the lots of those to stay behind.

When all the men, and all the women cried aloud,
¢“ Let none be left, let all die together, or all have
glory of those who shed Ith’s blood!” They would
not be intreated.

And the Gaal were gathered together, and the
men of the land assembled, more in number than
the Gaal, one score for one.

And the battle endured not long, when bands of -
the servants passed over unto us, and the masters
fled.

And on the next day the battle was renewed, and
the men of the land were overthrown: the clubs
availed not, the servants stung the masters sorely. -

And on the third day, the chiefs of the land did
send messengers unto Marcad; and the messengers
had their clubs behind them, and both their arms
on their breasts, token of peace.

Now it happed that men of the Gaal, in a ship of
Feneid, on their way from Breotan to Gaelag, driven
from its course, was broken here eight rings gone
by; these did know the speech of the Danan.

These did the Danan bring before Marcad; and
when their joy had abated in some sort, for seeing
the face of their brethren, they did speak in the
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speech now of one, now of anotlier; and after this
manner was the covenant made sure between the
chiefs of Iber, and the chiefs of the land aforetime.

And the chiefs of the land said, “ Ye be mightier
than we through the falsehood of Cloden, the Danan
will not be in subjection nor yet under tribute to
thee. We will move to the far side of the old river,
and dwell between the waters thereof, and the waves
of the vast sea. We will not pass over to this side
of the river to thy people, nor must thy peeple pass
over to us. Moreover Cloden is in thy band; do
unto them as seemeth good to thee; if ye deal kindly
by them, and put thy trust in them, look to it.

On that day, the secand day after Baal had en-
tered into the second chamber of his house Sgith,
was the covenant made.

And the Danan did set up a large stone on the
spot, where the covenant was made ; and I Ordac
have set down words on the chronicles of the Gaal,
to remain for ever. ()

And Marcad said, “ Let this place be called
MacG-MoRr-TIOMNA,” and all said, “ Yea.” (¢)

Now peace abideth, The Danan are in motion
towards the country of the covenant. Firgneat flock
around the Ggal.

The tents of Marcad are raised up on Magmor-
tiomna; and the tents of Jber stand about the tents
of the chlef for Marcad saith, “'Twere well that
the Gaal rest together, till the Danan pass the
waters.”

Firgneat are helping unto us in all things ; and
the Gaal cast on this land in the days of Golam—are
with their brethren.

B 2
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 And they do tell of Cloden ; they are Firgneat,
Cegail, horn of the elements of this land.

And the Danan did hither come from beneath the
fingers of Baal, ten score and eleven knots now
passed ; and they did overbear Firgneat, and hold
them in bondage with rigour.

Neither did ever hear of Baal.(d)

Now what time we had sojourned three moons on
Magmortiomna, Marcad called to him all the chil-
dren of Tder ; and the chiefs did hold talk in the pre-
sence of the Gaal ; and he did rise in the midst, and
said,

“ The land is now free for the foot of the children
of Iber. What, if it were explored, none kuoweth
the limits thereof? After what manner shall we go
forth? The Danan may prove false. Shall we
separate, or shall we move together? Thin is our
host by the power of Baal.

“ Sruwas but his messenger, as drought and pesti-
lence; Golam the renowned, though mighty, could
not stand against the mightier Baal; therefore is
our host thin.

“Colba is beneath the waters of the deep unburied.

“ Cier can no more hear the sound of Marcad’s
voice. Oh, that he could !—Cier lieth under his
heap ; his death-song chaunted ; his war-song raised.
Who, but Baal, could overthrow Cier the mag-
nanimous? What availeth man against the Al-
mighty?” And Marcad wept; and all the host
lifted up their voice, and cried. After awhile, Marcad
said, “1f Blat would speak.”

And Blat said, “ What, if all move together ”

And Marcad said, “What saieth JTolar ?”

And Jolar said, « What, if three parts be made of
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the Gaal, and that one part move nigh unto their
brethren, keeping a course all to the same point ?”

The words of ITolar being good, preparations were
made; and what time Baal entered the threshold of
his house 7irim, the congregation were in motion.

And Marcad went out before the host, with one-
third towards the south; and Blat moved on the
right of Marcad; and Iolar took his course on the
right of Blat.

And the Olam and the priests, the bards, and
the minstrels, were divided amongst the chiefs; and
the women and children were with their Clann ;
and Firgneat were with us, conducting the Gaal
through the passages of the land.

And Er the son of Cier was in the hand of
Marcad ; yea, before the sons of Marcad, as he
went, the step of the warrior shortened e’en to the
paceing of the lad.

And we journeyed, Marcad having the waters of
the great sea on his left close by, until we met water
of rivers unfordable ; then artificers of the Gaal con-
structed boats, for Marcad caused all the vessels to
be burned on which the host were conveyed from
Gaelag to this land.

And thus did we proceed, till we saw from the sum-
mit of mountains, the extremity of the world of land.

Then we changed oeur course descending into the
planes beneath, till we reached the streams of the
waters, wherein perished Cier the magnanimous; and
Marcad would go, to look upon the heap, beneath
which lieth the brother of his scul, that was, O
grief! and go he did, taking with him a few in his
company.
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And as we entered into that land, did we not see
of Gaal of Iber, abiding thereon? we did hear them
speak in the tongue of the Gaal in great part: and
they did tell of strange things confusedly ; but they
know not of Gaelag, nor Dunmianac, nor much of
aught : these did minister unto us, to the fulness of
their little means.

And we did stand upon the extremity of the
world of land, save the small portion separated there-
from, whereon is raised the heap of Cier, in the
midst of the waters of the roaring sea; on which the
raging winds did not suffer Marcad now to pass.

Therefore did we raise our eyes toward, our hands
outstretched, tears flowing from the eyes of the boy
Er; yea, and of all ; and Marcad said, with falter-
ing voice,

“ May the spirit of Cier, the son of the hero, be
immortal !’ and he added, moreover, ¢ Let this
river be called the river of Iber, for the times to
come, in memory of this son of Zber, the glory of the
race.”(e)

And we returned to our brethren, and they would
go also to see the heap of Cier, but Marcad stayed
them.

And the host moved forward till we reached the
waters of Seanamhan, beyond which are the lands of
the Danan; and we kept the river on the left of us,
nor departed Marcad therefrom, till we reached the
fountain thereof.

Then we moved towards the sun’s going, till we
touched upon the world of waters, and we did hear
of a truth, “the waves of the vast sea do wash the
margin of the land, through all the course from the
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going forth of the waters of Seanamhan, to the very
spot whereon ye stand.”

Then we moved northward ; the ocean on our left
very near, till our foot was stayed by ocean’s self.

Then changing our course towards the sun’s ris-
ing, the waters of open sea or of salt lakes on our
left, we advanced till our step was arrested at the
extreme of land again; then we did turn our faces
towards the strength of Baal.

And, as Baal was entering the threshold of the
mansion of his blessed fire, the whole host did move
into Magmortiomna, for Marcad loitered, that we
may return to the spot, whence we did take our de-
parture, at that set time.

And now it was manifest, that the land was en-
compassed with the waters of the mighty sea on.
every side—an island.

For nine days after, the G'aal abided in repose:
then Marcad assembled the congregation, and he
stood.up in the midst, and said,

“ When our fathers came from Jber unto a strange
land, drd they not give names to their dwellings, the
hills and planes, the wateérs of the rivers ; yea, the
waves of the sea itself; to preserve the memory of
their former place, that the name of Er should ne'er
be lost, whilst time shall endure.

“ What, if this land, standing alone, an island, be
called Er1 for the times to come *(f)

“ The G'aal of Sciot of Iber, Nomades, Oigeageis, we
are,and ever shall be,go where we will, fare as we may.

¢ For myself, I would, that those of my loins were
called the race of Jber, so 10ng as they endure.

“ Words have passed to my ear, ‘This land is
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large, too large for one chief; the chiefs did choose
Marcad in the place of his father to rule in Gaelag
Glaelag is not Eri. These words are true.

“ What, then, if the chiefs speak their free thoughts,
concerning these things; if any have taken thought
to utterance—if not. What, if we forbear for other
nine days, and in time that passeth between think,
and then hold talk.”

And it was so.

In the meanwhile the priests came together, and
they did choose Blat, the son of the hero, Ard Cruim-
tear, in the place of Fionar, who remained behind
in Gaelag, oppressed with sickness and with age.

And when the time was come for the assembly to
be together, Iber rose, and said,

“ This land is large as it is said, six moons were
the Gaal encompassing their portion thereof What
eye can see, what voice can be heard, what arm
reach so far? There remain three of the race of
hero. Let the chiefs speak.” .

Now Blat Ard Cruimtear was on the mount.
Mild and gentle as the evening’s breeze from the
suminer’s sur, was Iber; he said not aught—all the
chiefs held their peace therefore.

And Blat opened his mouth, and said,

“ There remain three of the race—what if the
land be divided between Iber and Jolar? Let my
glory be, that I am of the race, and belong to Baal
moreover.”

When Blat uttered these words, the chiefs on the
mount stamped with their feet, and the G'aal round
about the assembly raised an outcry, all repeating

~ the name of Cier.
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After awhile, dongus, a chief of the Gaal, said,

“ Is Cier so soon forgotten? Cier is beneath his
heap— not so his spirit;” and passing to Zber, by
whose side stood the boy Er. Aongus added,

“ What, though Blat, now Ard Cruimtear, there-
fore not here in place, should think the day was for-
gotten whereon Marcad was chosen chief in Gaelag ;
the words of Cier on that day, saying, < Let Marcad
take the seat of his father,” still resound in the ear
of Aongus. Do not they resound at this moment in
the ear of Iber, yea, and of all who first heard
them ? Were not these the words of Cier, the minds
of the chiefs cleaving unto Cier the while’—— Ah!
the bulk of Cier is beneath his heap;” and taking
‘the boy Er by the hand, he said, “The spirit of
Cier abideth with his son. Shall the land be di-
vided, and the child of Cier want the portion of his
Sire? Will the chiefs allow this thing?”

The relation of Aongus being ended, the Gaal
shouted, and invoked the spirit of Cier to look down
upon his child.

Whereapon Blat said, *“ The words came from my
lips, for that Er is not of the age.”

And Aongus said, “ When Enar, the father of
Eolus, the wisest of men, was left alone of all the
race. Did not nine of the heads of the people ot
Gacelag rule the land, yea, for one score rings, and
four 7—Can not the portion of Er, in Eri, be so ruled
for the thirteen rings that the youth lacketh ?”

And the Gaal called aloud on JTber and the chiefs
to protect the orphan boy. Now silence was. Jfber
rose up, and said,

“ What, if the land that remaineth to the children
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of Iber be divided into three parts, and the lots
cast; and as they point, let Er the son of Cier,
Tolar, and Iber, take.”

And all cried, ¢ Let Iber choose his portion.”

But Iber answered, ¢ Nay, let the cloth be spread ;
the words of Eolus the wise and good are ever pre- -
sent to my senses;” and Iber would take but as the
lot.

And the land was set out in three parts, and Jber
had the south ; beyond him, still more southward, is
Lugad the son of Ith to raise his tents, bordering
on the waters of the great sea.

And the southern limit of the land of Iolar is the
northern bound of Tber.

And the portion of Er extendeth from the northern
marks of Jolar, to the extremity of the land. How-
beit, the Firgnéat have their dwellings on the far
side of the waters of the land, that spread and move
between the country of the Danan, and the land of
Er; and nive of the heads of the G'aal rule the por-
tion of the youth, till he shall come to the age.(g)

And Blat is high-priest.

And portions are devising for the chiefs ; and the
Olam, the priests, the bards, the minstrels, and all
of the Giaal. Thus doth time pass, and in providing
sustenance for the life of man ; therefore the Olam
hath yet no hearer.

And when one ring was complete strife fell out
between Iber and Zolar. Iber lamenteth to me,
Orduc, saying, * The love of Jfolar to me ward
lacketh. Blath to my seeming is the cause thereof.”
Now, for the first time, did the Gaal draw the sword
one against the other, and shed brother’s blood.
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Was not Iber slain bv the hand of Zolar/?—0,
shame!

And the heap of Iber is raised in the centre of the
land, on the spot where he fell, the bed of his ever-
lasting sleep ; his death-song chaunted ; his war-
song poured forth; and the children of the land in-
voked the spirit of Zber, the strength of G'olam now
fallen in his prime, alas!

The stone being set, Lugad said aloud, “ Let this
heap be called Ceseol for ever.”(k)

And the land mourneth, for that Iber is 1o more :
mild, and true, and just, was Iber.

I, Ordac, did not return to Deas. I journeyed to
Er, the son of Cier; the writings of Eolus, and the
chronicles of the G'aal along, which Marcad had put
into my hands ere we did depart from Gaeleg. The
king kept the writings since the days of Ardfear.
AIarcad saying to me,

““ Nourish the fire of the spirit, and fill the mind
of the youth with the food prepared for the chil-
dren of Iber, by Eolus the Wise, and by the Olam,
in the words of the Chronicles of the Gaal of Sciot
of Lher ; and Ordac will do his endeavour to the ut-
most to make Er enamoured of justice and truth,
and mercy, that he may be perfect.

NOTES TO CHAPTER 1,

(=) At this day the haven of the river Boyne is called Imbar Colba,
from this priuce.

(b) In this modest tale is to be f(_)ur;d, the authentic history of the
emigration of this colony of Iberian Scythians, or as they call them-
selves, Gaal Scioi Iheir, Nomades, Oigeageis, from Galicia, in Spain,
to Eri, in whi¢h they make no boast of their own prowess; but at-
tribute their success to the want of destructive arins by the Danan,
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and to the co-operation of the Firgneat, or native aborigines, on
which you may remember It placed his chief expectation of winning
the land. In this narrative is to be found a wholesome lesson to all
those who have acquired power over their fellows: it would teach
them to raise their hope of stability, and true glory, on the sure
foundation of the affections of the people they govern, and would
ifstruct them that contempt and continuance of insult, have proved
the cause of their destruction as frequently as acts of open violence.
¢ (c) This place is still called by the same name.

(d) From these chronicles we learn the following important truths:
That the aborigines were called by their first invaders, Cloden, a
term of disrespect of the Danan language, which aborigines were
by the Iberians called  Firgneat, native,” and ¢ Cegail, exhalations
from the earth.” That the Danan were the first people who invaded
the aborigines, more than two centuries antecedently to the coming
of the Iberians, and were from the north, from Co-Dania, asI think,
but must not assert.

That all the tales of Bartolanus, Numidius, the Fomorians, or
African Pirates, with all their train, are merely flights of the fancy
of the bards, and that there is no foundation whatever, for any of the
conjectures of modern systemizers, concerning the arrival in this
island of a tribe of the Cimmerian Belgz ; a supposition arising from
the similarity of the word Fearbolg, *a sack-carrier,”” a name applied
to *the Firgneat,” from their abject condition to the Danan, and Viri
Belgici, of the Latinist<. The refutation of all their systems being to
be found in the true character of the Belge, and in the miserable
state of the Firbolg, in Eri, a state to which the brave Belge could
not have been reduced. The Danan are the Damnonii of the
Latinists, who now by covenant yielded three parts of the island to
the Iberians, and retired to the far side of Scanaman, where they ex-
ercised their own laws, and were an independent people for 1000
years afterwards.

(¢) The scene of this action was the extremity of the land,-on the
northern bank of the river now called Kenmare, on an island a little
way removed from the main land, called Fearmor, ¢ the great man,”
was the heap of Cier raised, and from him was the river, now Ken-
mare, called Iber, for many generations.

(f) Here we have the true signification of the word ¢ Er-i,” the
island of Er'. What a world of pdins would a little knowledge have
saved would-be Etymologists!
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(g) At this time the part of Eri, acquired by this colony, was
divided into three separate independent kingdoms.

(%) *¢ Ceseol” means the bed of the land, it is supposed to be the
centre of Eri, and is now called Geshill.

For all the proper names you will consult the Glossary, which will
explain the true significations, and point out modern corruptions.

CHAP. 1L

The reign of lolar, Erimionn, a space of thirteen
rings, from 1004 to 991 years before Chiist.

IBER fell, and lieth on Ceséol; and Er is in
youth, and not one of the sons of Iber is of the age.
Wherefore Jolar taketh upon him to rule in Deas,
yea, and to say unto the chiefs who sit in the place
of Er, “ Do this, refrain from that,” as though he
had authority. Moreover doth he not call himself
Erimionn ? (a)

And Lugad the son of Ith communed with Zo-
lur ; and he said unto him, “ What if nine chiefs
ruled in Deas, till the first-born of Zber shall come
to the age, as in the portion of Er?’

And Iolar answered, ¢ Abide thou within thy
portion, Lugad. What hast thou to do with the
children of Zber ?”

And words of the chiefs of Deas came to the ear
of Jolar, saying, “Doth Tolar think to rule the por-
tion of Iber ? It shall not be.”

And Iolar said unto Blat, “ Go thon and sit in
Deas, and after a while thou and 1 will epeak far-
ther.” And Blat went his way.

Now Iolar -disclosed of his thonghts to Aongus,
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enough to allow the chief to judge of what he did
keep back, and Aongus repeated in the ears of his
fellows the words of Jolar, and they were of one
mind to maintain for Er his portion.(b)

All eyes regard Er with a look of love and
tenderness, as well those who remembered Daire
his father, as he fought like the wolf to save the
Glaal from captivity, and led those who stood about
him, and in triumph bore off the forms of his
father, and his brethren, fallen in the battle——as
those brought up with him in Eri.

Er taketh delight in the lessons of wisdom, he
chargeth the Olan to nourish the fire of the spirit of
the youth, that he and his race may rule over men.

Now it came to pass that Blat, sitting in the
place of Iber in Deas, Erac the first-born of ILber,
came to the age, and the chiefs, and the Gael of
that land said, “ None but Erac shall rule over
us.”

Now there was a covenant between Jolar and
Blat, and Blat was to sit in Deas under Iolar, and
Blat answered to the chiefs, and said, *“ Am not I of
the race of Er also?” and he calleth himself Amer-
gein. (c) :

Now Amergein had not taken a damsel, and
dolar had hope (were not his thoughts made mani-
fest unto Aongus?) of over-ruling Eri. Still did the
chiefs say, “ Amergein may not rule and be Ard
Cruiméear.”——Then did Amergein say, « I rule but
till Erac hath wisdom.”

And after a while Amergein took unto him Cora,
the sister of Lugad; then did Iolar say, *“ Erac,
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the son of Iber, my brother, is of the age,” ana Am-
ergein answered, ¢ Amergein sitteth in his own
place.”

And Iolar stirred up the children of Iber against
Amergein; and he sent a messenger unto the chiefs
of the land who ruled in the place of Er, saying,
“ Will ye suffer that Amnergein keep Erac the son
of Lz, the nursing father of Er, from his seat?” And
they answered, “ We will abide.”

At this time, Er the son of Cier being of the age,
was chosen by the chiefs to rule.

Thus it was, when the priests of Gaelen assembled
to make regulations concerning the congregations
of the children of the land; and when they were
together, Amergein on the seat of the high-priest,
T%rec and a company surrounded the hill, and they
came upon Amergein, and they slew him, and went
their way.

And when the priests found that life was quite
gone, they laid the weight of Amergein on the earth,
and thereon did they plle stones till a little heap
was raised ; and the heap is called Breag, because
of the falsehood of Zolar. (d)

Nevertheless, the priests chose Erial, the son of
dolar, to be high-priest.

Now, three of the sons of Iber were of the age,
and the chiefs of Deas assembled ; and words were
spoken, ¢ Erac is the servant of Iolar.”

And Dorlat stood up, and said, “Is Erac the
servant of Jolar ?” :

And Erac stood up, and he did say aloud, ““ Erac
never was, nor will he ever be the servant of Jfolar,
or of any man, Erac is the son of Iber, son of the
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hero;” and Erac was placed on the seat of his
father.

Now, this was grief to the spirit of Jolar, for he
devised other things; and he pined more and more
every day till he ceased; the days of his rule from
the fall of Iber being marked full thirteen rings.(e)

And Erial called together the priests of Gaelen,
and many of the Glaal; and a heap was raised over
Iolar, and his death-song was chaunted ; the war-
song was not heard.

What tongue so false as to speak in the praise ot
Jolar in the battle?

NOTES TO CHAPTER II.

() This title of Erimionn, now usurped by Iolar, was always a
source of discord and confusion amongst the ruling chiefs of the
three kingdoms of Eri. From it, this son of Golam and his race are
known by the name of Erimionn, corrupted into H’erimon.

(b) You perceive the design of Jolar was to supplant all the chil-
dren of his two brothers; Iber whom he slew on Ceseol, and Cier,
who was drowned; in which project Amergein pretended to aid,
thinking himself secure of his co-operation, he sounded Aongus, a,
chief of the portion of Er, one of the nine tutors of the youth,

(c) Amergein signifies “ of the race of Er also.”

(d) It is commeon at this day for every person who passes by any
place, where one has been killed by evil mind, or accident in the
open air, to throw a stone on the place, the heap of which is called
Curn. “ Breag” means “false.”

(¢) When Iolar found he was foiled in all his malpractices, he
took the disappointment to heart, and died.
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CHAP. IIL

The covenant of the sons of lolar, a space of three
rings. Before Christ 991.

Now the sons of Tolar did not call together the
chiefs of Gaelen, they did say amongst themselves,
“ Erial, sit thou still on the seat of the high-priest;”
and Erial sayd, “ Mumne, Luigne, and Laisne, my
brethren, rule each one ring.” (a)

And it was so: and Mumne calleth himself Er:-
mionn. And Erac, and all the sons of Iber, sent a
messenger with letters unto Er, saying,

“ Will Er yield to the sons of folar? hath fear
taken possession of his mind, that they will slay
him, as their father slew Iber our father—then mourn-
ed for him? If Er would speak.”

When the messenger came, Ordac was on the
bed of sickness; and Er did call unto him Adongus
and Aod, chiefs of the land, and Z'ogher of the Olam,
and he did set the words before them, saying, “ Er
would answer, Er will abide in his own land.”

And the words were good, and they were sent by
the hand of the messenger of Erac.

And Ordac died ; and Togher was chosen Ard
Olam within the portion of Er, whither all the Olamn
have come, and Er doth cherish the teachers of
wisdom. ()

The tents of the chiefs are raised up on their 7'a-
naisteas, the Olam are in the booths, the bards and
the minstrels are distributed amongst the chiefs.
The Gaal and the heads of the people yet move
through the land.

VOL. II. c

¥
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Neither the mounts of the congregations, nor the
dwellings of the priests, are established, till the land
shall be explored. (¢)

The Danan observe the covenant, the love of
Firgneat is to us ward. Now Mumne had ruled in
Gaelen for one ring, and Luigne hath taken the seat
of the chief, calling himself Erimionn.(d)

And after one ring hath Lausne done in like sort. .
And in eleven moons Mumne died.

And Laisne sent a messenger unto Erac, chief in
Deas, saying, “ At what time will Erac send to have
the marks set up, that Laisne may send also?” (¢)

And Erac bad the messenger to say, “ The marks
are set.” And Laisne assembled chiefs and of the
Gaal to fix the limits; and they moved with staffs
and dogs, as a hunting.

And the men of Deas did speed to the borders to
meet them ; and they were armed for the battle.

But when it was told to Erac, “ Laisne goeth as
the hunter, bearing the staff,” Erac said, “ It is well;
a son of Jber will not raise the sword against the
club.”

And the men of Deas did cut down poles; and
they hung up their swords on the branches of the
trees, noting the place.

And when the men of Gaelen shewed themselves,
the men of Deas hastened towards them ; and Erac
stepped out before the Gaal, and Laisne did speed
to meet him, each the pole of the hunter in his hand.
And Erac said unto Laisne, “ Hath Laisne had sport
so far from his dwelling ?—Moveth he with his com-
pany to the tents of Zber ?”

And Laisne said, “ Erimionn hath hither come
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to stop the foot of Iber from straying beyond the
limits of his land.”——Scarcely had the last of the
words been uttered, when Erac, raising his staff on
high, smote Laisne on the summit of the head ; and
ere Luigne and the Gaal of Gaelen had come nigh
unto them, Erac repeated the blows so oft, that
Laisne lay motionless on the earth.(f)

Now Luigne speeded to the spot, the Gaal of
Gacelen at his back ; and thither also ran Erax, the
brother of Erac, the men of Deas at his very heels:
and they strove on the body of Laisne, till any of
life that may have remained from the blows of Erac
vanished. ;

And after a while, Luigne fell also.

And when the men of Gaelen saw Luigne fall,

they gave way; and the men of Deas cryed aloud,
“ Why in such haste, men of Gaelen? Have ye for-
gotten that ye came with your ErimioNns to fix
the limits of the land ?” :
: Now the host was gathered together, and the
forms of Laisne and of Luigne were placed nigh
unto each other, and the circle was made, and Erac
stood in the midst, and he said—

“ When Zber, my father, went to Ceseol, thither
called by Zolar, Iolar slew my father with treachery,
then lamented him, calling him the strength of Go-
lam, fallen in his prime!—Spirit of Tber! look out
in smiles upon thy sons; have they not taken ven-
geance for thy blood! Let the shades of the children
of the spoiler of a brother’s life stray where they
may ; the finger of man shall never point to the heap
of these sons of Zolar.”(g)

c2
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And Erac bad, ¢« Let the bodies of these twam
be flung into the waters.” And it was so.

Anund Erac added moreover, “ When the Gaal take
down their swords from the branches whereon they
hang, let them carry with them the clabs also where-
with they humbled the pride of the Erimionns,
and made the men of Gaelen skip before them, and
shew them to their children. And for the times to
come, let this place be called Urlann.” (k)

And Erac returned to his place.

NOTES TO CHAPTER III.

(¢) From hence it appears, they began to decline from the insti-
tutions of their forefathers, who never presumed upon doing any act
of government, without consulting and getting the sanction of the
assembly. | ]

(b) Though the Olam were generally established through Gaelag '
it appears that they were confined to the portion of Er, in Eri, for
a long series of years; from which circumstance, as you will ob-
serve, that kingdom was far superior to the other two.

(c) Here we have the progress of the colony in the assignment of
portions of the land.

(d) The Chronicles never fail to remark upon the usurpation of
the sons of Iolar, of the title of Erimionn.

(¢) It seems the people of Deas removed the land-marks.

(f) This was a haughty reply of Laisne, not called for by the kind
salutation of Erac. Whilst the mention of Erimionn served to in-
flame Erac’s anger.

(g) This was the religious idea, but always combated by the
Olam, who held, that the immortality of the spirit was the perpe-
tuity of the knowledge and wisdom which man imparted and left (to
use their expression) amongst men on earth.

(k) Urlann is a staff, the place is this day called"Hurling, or Ur-
lingford.

“

»
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CHAP. 1V.

The reign of Erial, a space of seventeen rzngs, Jrom
988 to 971.

Now there remained but two sons of Jolar, Erial

Ard Cruimtear, and Balb, the words of whose mouth

were not to be understood : and ‘the chiefs of Gael-
en said, “ Ard Cruimtear may not draw the sword:
let the priests chuse another ; Erial must sit in the
place of his father.”(a)

And Erial listened unto their voice, and Biordac
was Ard Cruimtear.

Now the sons of Iber did carry high the head,
stepping haughtily, calling Erac Erimionn, saying,
« Are not the children of Zber the first-born of the
hero?” and they did trouble Gaelen.

And the chiefs of Gaelen said unto Erial, « What
if messengers be sent to Erac, to’ cease to vex the
land? or”—

; And Erial did send unto Erac, saying,
"« Son of Iber, when our.fathers won this land,

were not the lots cast? did not Zber get his portion?

and had not Iolar, who was Erimionn, his division

thereof? Were not the marks setup? and did not

our fathers'swear, that they should there abide for
ever?

« And when Laisne did call on thee to fix the limits,

camest not thou forth with violence? didst thou not
slay Laisne and Luigne? and thou vauntest thyself,
calling theeself Erimionn, which belongeth not unto
thee. ()
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“The chiefs of Gaelen and Erial will have the
marks set. Erial loveth peace, but he feareth not
the sword. Let Erac say, Yea or nay ; no more.”

Now Erac called not together the chiefs of Deas;
yet did he send unto Erial words; and these were
they: “ Doth the blood of the horseman poured out
on Ceseol yet smell in the nostrils of the eaglets?
Attempt not too high a flight, lest thy wings be
clipped, and a hook be put in thy nose, brood of
Iolar. ‘Erac answereth, “ Nay”—(c)

The young men would not listen to the voice of
peace; headstrong, they were hurried away head-
long.

And when the chiefs of Gaelen heard the words,
they all cried, ¢ 7o baitle !”

And the warriors of Glaelen were together on the
hills of Earb: there did the host of Deas stand be-
fore them, and there was the battle fought, from
light éven unto the failure thereof.

And there did fall Erac, Eran, and Erbac. And
the men of Gaelen returned to the lands of their
dwelling.

And Ernac, the remaining son of Ibér, was chosen
to rule in Deas.

£r ruleth in peace; he turnéth away his ear from
the voice of the sons of Iber and Jolar; yea, he re-
buketh them for their strife: and when they would
that he should decide between them, he listeneth
not to them in that neither.

Erial dwelled in peace, save that one day on Eard,
the time of seventeen rings, then he died.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER 1V.

(a) No person could rule if he had any defect of body or mind.
This law was never violated.

(b) The title of Erimionn was a constant source of jealousy and
contention.

(c) This passage, in the orlgmal is full of keen satire. Marcad,
the original name of Iber, signifies a horseman ; and Jolar means an
eagle.

CHAP. V.

T'he reign of Ete-Erial, a space of thirteen rings,
Jrom 971 to 958.

ETEERIAL was chosen to reign in Gaelen, in
the place of his father, and he maketh his father his
boast and his glory : he will tread in his steps in all
his ways.

I, even I, am that Efeerial, who write down these
words, that they may be added for a perpetual me-
morial of the days of Erial, and his son, for the eye
of the race, and of the chiefs, yea, and of the Gaal in
the times to come.

For twelve rings and moreover, have I sat on the
seat of my race, in the presence of the children of
the land—nought have I done of myself—peace hath
abided, my mind cleaveth to peace. (@)

Maratel, the partner of the secret thoughts of Ete-
ertal, is no more, and two sons of Efeerial and
Maratel are no more ; Filiat abideth.

The spirit of FEolus liveth in FEteerial, and will
endure for ever, to light the people in the ways of
truth ; the children of the land will warm their spirit
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at the everlasting fire of Eolus. May the spirit of
Eteerial abide amongst men with the spirit of his
sire! (b)

O that the race of Iber were like unto Er! in
truth hath he been suckled, in knowledge hath he
been reared up, in wisdom is he strong; he heareth
the words of Eolus day after day, and he doth pro-
fit therefrom.

Er is like unto the oak, the seed whereof hath
fallen on good ground, and its roots and fibres have
been nourished by a sound and wholesome soil: Er
is the friend and brother of Eteerial.

- Children of Golam, are we not brethren?

Sons and daughters of Eri, love one the other.
Eri of ours delightfal beyond Gaelag of our fathers.
Who hath seen Zber of our great fathers? Is Gaelag,
yea, is Iber fair as Eri?

Gaal of Scitof, hear the words of Eteerial.
Sprinkle the devouring flame of your passions with
the cool water of reason. Let the light of Baalglow
within you, so will ye preserve yourselves from
doing unto others what thou wouldst not have done
unto theeself.. Shun Casaniireider, go not to the
land of metals. The children of Feine have fair
words on their lips, their hearts are treacherous, the
fire of their spirit burneth too fiercely ; is it not con-
tinually fanned by the breath of avarice? How ter-
rible the fire of avarice! Doth it not burn uo the de-
sire of man toward that which is good?

- Now doth Conmaol, the son of Erac, sit in the
place of Ernac, already hath he stained his hands in

the blood of Balb. Conmaol thirsteth for domi-
nion. (c)
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And now Eteerial goeth to battle.

Children of Gaelen, hear the words of Eteerial :
should he return from the rage of Conmaol, he will
rule as aforetime. Whence can the chief derive true
glory but from the free praise of the people? Such
was the glory of Erial, such is the glory of his son.

What though Conmaol assembleth the warriors of
Deas, Eteerial will not draw Er into the battle ; if
the men of Gaelen cannot limit the strides of Con-
maol, troublous will be the days of Er:.

And Eteerial did send by the hand of Marcad
the writings of Eteerial; and Marcad did abide in
the booth of Togher many days; and Er did listen
unto his words concerning Deas and Gaelen, and
the words did pain our hearts.

And Marcad took his departure; and Er said
unto me,  ZTogher, write down all the words of
Eteerial fit for the chronicles of the land;” more-
over Er added, (d)

“ How full of thanks is my mind unto Ordac, and
unto thee, T'ogher, for giving a right direction to my
reason, whereby my passions arein subjection there-
unto continually. -

¢ Ther my son oweth thee no less; still be assist- *
ing unto me, Togher, to guard him from the serpent
ﬂattery, whose mouth is filled with deceit, and from
* the worm envy, which consumeth all the precious
parts, leaving the offal, wherein to engender its per-
nicious kind.” (¢)

Now words came unto Er, *“ Eteerial, the wise
and good, hath fallen on 4rdcoran, there is his heap
raised ;”—the time of his rule being thirteen rings.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER V.

(a) Eteerial was a wise prince, and ruled according to law.

(b) Here we have the opinion of the Olam.

(c) Balb was a son of Tolar, whom Conmaol slew.

(d) Whatever more Eteerial wrote, the Olam did not think it fit
for the chronicles of the land. {

(¢) It may be said, how came our forefathers to have a name for
a creature that did not exist in Eri? The answer proves our race
having originated in a country where snakes and lions were known:
in the original the word is Nathair, the signification of which is a
snake, at least so we always translate the word into the language in

which T am writing.

CHAP. VL

The reign of Conmaol, a space of one score and
seven rings, from 958 to 931.

FILIAT, the son of Eteerial, was chosen to rule
in Guaelen ; Conmaol calleth himself Erimionn.

- Now when the Gaal had abided in Lr: two score
and sixteen rings, two Ratha, and one day, Er, the
son of Cier, died, having ruled for the course of two
score rings and two.

And all the children of the land gathered together
to the tent, wherein lay Er in death, and a grievous
lamentation was made.

And when the days were fulﬁlled the weight of
Er was borne to Maginis; in that land hath his
heap been raised.

And I, Togher, was led by my brethren, for my
eyes are dim, my limbs are weak ; slow were the
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steps of the congregation, loth to part from our be-
loved, though no more.

With a low; a slender, and a trembling voice, I
feebly raised the death-song of the chief, all joined
their voices to the voices of the harps. No war-song
was heard, Lr lived all his days in peace.

And the bards and the minstrels told of Cier, the
son of the hero, the father of Er, now laid in death;
borne on the tide of victory, forcing back the waves
of Sruamac from spreading over the land ; now seek-
ing the forms of his father and his brethren amongst
the slain, now bearing them in triumph to the tents
of Astiereis, and our shouts touched the heavens.

Then they sung in lamentable strains, of Cler,
overthrown by Baal himself in the great sea, and of
the Gaal questing him amidst the rocks in the wa-
ters of the vast deep, envying them the treasure they
would have concealed.

Now they sung, how the warriors undaunted
¢'en by the horrid frowns of raging Paal, bore his
fine form to the summit of the rock, whose head
doth peep above the fretted waves ; how they chaunt-
ed his death-song, the winds howling as in sorrow
for the havoc they had made ; how they poured forth
his war-song, as when the hero was used to return
with his fame from the battle, the sound of their
voices lost in the roaring of the angry flood.

Who so renowned as Cier in Gaelag of our fa-
thers, who so glorious as Er in Eri.

And when the stone was rolled to the entrance of
the house of darkmess, Adod, a chief of the land,
raised his voice, and said, “ Let this land be called
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for the times to come ¢ THE LAND OF ULLAD,” a me-
morial of the first of the race laid therein.” (a)

And 1, Togher, have set down the words on the
roll of the chronicles of the land.

And Iber, the first-born of Er, was chosen to
rule in Ullad, and 1 did stand before Iber, and I
said unto him, “ My eye hath endured to behold the
heap beneath which is laid the form of thy father,
and to set down words for other times up to this
day.

“ Now suffer me to abide in the tent of my dwel-
ling, I am no longer fit to sit on the seat of Ard
Olam, the tongue of Iber will not gainsay his eye.”

And Iber did embrace 7'ogher, saying, “Should
Togher hear that the foot of Iber stray from the path
on which he did direct that he should move, will
not Z'ogher tell him thereof as he was wont to do?”
Togher was silent, the fulness of his heart did deny
utterance to the words he would have spoken.

And Iber had the tent of ZTogher raised up nigh
unto the tent of the chief.

And Neact the son of 7Tl was chosen Ard Olam
of Ullad.

And Conmaol calleth himself Erimionn, evil is
his mind towards the race of Jolar; the fall of Iber
on Ceseol is still before his eye, still on his lips.

And strife arose between Conmaol and Filiat;
and the Danan for the first time passed over the wa-
ters of Seanamhan, and helped the men of Gaelen ;
but those of Gaelen could not stand before Con
maol, and he wasted Oldanmact, and did put that
land under tribute. ()
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Peace ahideth in Ullad ; Iber walketh in the steps
of his father in all his ways, and passages are open-
ing through the land, and nine mounts are esta-
blished ;(¢) the youth are in the booths of the Olamn.

Now Filiat, chief of Gaalen, was of a weak spirit,
neither did he enquire of the blood of Balb the son
of Iolar, nor did he resist Conmaol, when he did
spoil the borders, during one score and seven rings
that he sat in the place of the chief.

But when one score and seven rings were com-
plete, and Filiat died, and Z%ghernmas his son was
chosen, the chiefs called on him to reclaim the lands
within Oir and Ceas, that Conmaol had enforced ;
and they roused him to fix the limits, and to main-
tain them.

And Tighernmas sent letters unto Conmaol, say-
ing, “ The portion of Eri-mionr doth not remain
within Oir and Ceas ; what if the heads of the people
were to meet from this side, and from that, and set
up the marks where they did stand aforetimne, and of
right ought to stand ?”

And Conmaol answered, * The portion of Jolar
doth remain, the marks are fixed, and may not be
disturbed ; so saith Conmaol, who is Erimionn ?” (d)

And Tighernmas sent the words to Conmaol,
and the answer of Commaol unto Iber; adding,
moreover, “ Will. not ZTber lend the strength of his
arm to guard the borders of the nations of Eri?”

And Iber called for counsel, and he said unto the
messenger, ¢ Iber will not go forth of Ullad.”

And the anger of Z%ghernmas was kindled, and
he assembled the warriors of Gaelen, and he sent
defiance unto Conmaol.
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And the battle was fought on Mag Aonac, there
fell Conmaol, having ruled one score and seven
rings, and there has his heap been raised, wonderful
to behold.

NOTES TO CHAPTER VI.

(a) Ullad means a place of burial, from which the kingdom of
Ullad, now Ulster, had its name.

(b) This act of Conmaol, contrary to the covenant of Magmort:-
omna, produced a good effect in after times; as the kings of Ullud
never enforced this unjust imposition, by reasan of which the bond
of friendship was firm between Ullad and Oldanmact, in consequence
of which the balance of power was kept tolerably even, The king-
dows of Deas and Guaelen being generally opposed to Ullad, which
was strengthened by the Danan; as to Firgneat, they appear not
ever to have been of any account.

(c) These mounts were the Britetgne.

(2) This expression may be taken in two ways, either that Cox-
maol said he was Erimionn, or asks the question, * Who is Erimi-
onn #” which last, according to the original, is the true reading.

CHAP. VIIL

The reign of Tighernmas, a space of one score and
seven rings, from 931 to 904.

AONGUS the son of Conmaol was chosen to rule
in Deas. ‘

Aund Tighernmas sent a messenger unto Aongus,
saying, “ At what time shall the heads of the peo-
ple meet on Oir and Ceas, to fix the limits of the
lands of Erimionn and of Iber 7”

And Aongus called the chiefs; and they would
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not answer to the words of Tighernmas: they sent
back words, saying,

“ The land is the inheritance of the sons of the
race, as to their'porti‘ons, and of the chiefs ; yea, and
of all the G'aal; according to the law of Z'ainistacht.
The men of Deas know not of the lands of Iber,
nor of Erimionn ;—have not the words of Zighern-
mas come from the priests ?”

And Tighernmas sent other words, calling the
lands Deas and Gaelen. And the heads of the
people met, and the marks are fixed, and there i
peace. (a) '

Ullad enjoyeth repose.

And when Iber had ruled one score rings and
eight, he ceased, and the land mourned for him.

And Iber his son was chosen, and he is called
Tberic.  When he had ruled for one ring, Neact
died, and Felimd the son of Strot was chosen Ard
Olam. (b)

In these days came a ship, with men of Feine,
with letters, saying, ¢ Let my servants search through
thy land for metals of precious things, if any such
are to be found therein, and ye shall have one twen-
tieth part, and my servants will pay for whatever
they have from thee. Let there be a covenant be-
tween thee and me.”

And Tighernmas took counsel within Gaelen ;
and he told the words of Feine: and the assembly
called out, “ It shall not be as Feine listeth ; deceit
is in the heart, falsehood is in the tongue of Feine.
Hath not Eteerial bad the Gaal ¢ beware of Casan-
tireider ? Are not our brethren in the land of me-
tals? What if men of the Gaal abiding therein were
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sent for? cannot they live amongst their brethren
here, and search in the bowels of this land? Let no
man hearken to the words of Feine.”

And it was so.

And a vessel was made ready, and those who
went therein returned as they went; they were not
suffered to come to land. (c)

And it came to pass in the days of Zberic, there
came a ship to the inlet of the waters of the sea, nigh
anto Buid-Cloc; and those who were therein had
the similitudes of the sum, moon, and the stars of
Zarsnasc. And they told unto the priests, how
Baal had given command to his servants to raise up
a dwelling-place for Baal, and to set therein the
likenesses, that Baal, and Re, and 7'reasnasc, may
be 4lways present before their eyes. (d)

These words did the high-priest whisper'into the
ear of Tighernmas ; and he added moreover, “ What
if Tighernmas would assemble the people, and say
unto them, ¢ Thus hath Baal spoken unto Z%ighern-
mas,—

¢ Am I too far from thee—is my habitation too
distant from the children of Eri? See that thou
raisest up a pillar, and engrave thereon the sign of
Sul, even me, and of Re, my dwelling-place, by
night, and of Z'arsnasc: (e)

¢ And bow down before me, migh unto thee, and 1
will hear thy voice; and my servants will whisper
my answer into the ear of the people; and when
thou askest aught of Baal, remember his servants,
that it may be well with thee.””

And Tighernmas did and said according to the
words of the high-priest ; and the priests said, “As
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Baal, the light, and heat, and life of the world, hath
spoken unto Z%ghernmas, so be it; blessed be Baal,
blessed of Baal be Erimionn.”

And pillars were raised up nigh unto the mounts
of the congregations of Gaelen, images of Sul, and
Re, and Tarsnase, set therein ; of gold, and silver,
and brass, were the pictures. (/)

And the priests bowed down before the pillars;
and 7ighernmas humbled himself in the sight of the
children of the land.

» And the- congregations murmured, and raised a.
loud cry, saying, “Is the glory of sun, moon, and
chief of the stars, to be confined within stones? We
will not bow the head, save to Baal only :"—and they
were of a mind to tumble down Cromcruad to the
ground ; howbeit their hands were stayed at that
time. (g) |

And all the people were provoked with Z%ighern-
mas because of Cromcruad; and he did blame the
priests in the hearing of the assembly.

And when it came to the ear of the high-priest,
that the priests were blamed of T%ghernmas, he did
creep privily to him, and he did say, “ Shall the
Gaal rise up against Baal and Erimionn? let the
words go out from Erimionn, saying, ¢ Let the con-
gregations bow down before Cromeruad.’”

But Tighernmas would not, according to the words
of the priest ; moreover, he repeated all his words in
the hearing of the great congregation. (%)

Aund, behold, on the morrow, 7ighernmas was
found dead, as he lay within his tent.

And the people called on the spirits of FErial and
of Eteerial, and on the name .of Tighernmas: and

VOL. 1I. D
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the high-priest told thein, that the chief had been
struck by Baal for his words spoken of the priests.

And the people would look upon him, and lo,
there was no mark on his body from Baal; aud they
fell upon the high-priest, and they slew him, and of
the priests those whom they found : and Cromcraad
was tumbled down wherever he was raised up.

And the bards sung the death-song ; and the Gaal
laid the weight of 7ighernmas: no priest was there.

Thus perished Z%ghernmas the son of Filiat by
the falsehood of the priests; having ruled one score
rings and seven.

NOTES TO CHAPTER VII.

(a) By the law of Tainistact, you have heen informed of the re-
gulation concerning the property of the territory, and very jealous
were all the people of this law, here we have an instance of it. The
words of Tighernmas, calling the lands—of Erimionn and of Iber,
gave so great offence, that the chiefs of Deas would not send an an-
swer, till the lands were called by their proper names.

(b) Iberic means a remedy, healing, or balm for Iber.

(c) The Pheenicians had heard of the emigration to, and settle-
ment in, Eri of the Gaal of Tber, and they came at this time to
endeavour to get a footing here in the expectationzof finding
metals,

(d) This relation confirms the fact, that this Gael emigrated from
Spain antecedently to the establishment of image-worship in Egype
and Phenicia, which Sesostris first introduced in Spain. Had the
emigration of our forefathers been later, it is not possible that they,
in close communication with the Phenicians, should not have heard
of the innovation, more particularly as the visitations of the traders
of that country, in consequence of the discovery of the mines of
Breotan, were much more frequent on the coasts of Gacelag and
Buasce : but our ancestors, having left Gaelag immediately after the
irruption-of Sesostris, we escaped the contagion with which it was
tow attempted by the priests of Guelen Yo infect king and people,
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for the advancement of the power and the increase of the wealth of
the servants of Baal on earth.

(¢) For the meaning of all the proper names, consult the Glossary.

(f) .Had the priests succeeded, their Asti would have been con
verted into tetiples and ovacles, as in Greece and Italy.

(g) Cromcriiad meaus * the pillar to bend before.”

() What a picture of art, impesture, and dissimulation! What
an exact similitade between all men, at all times, in pursuit of
power and dominion !’

CHAP. VIIL

From the death of Tighernmas to the death of Fo:
caid, a space of eleven rings, from 904 to 893.

Now when Tighernmas ceased by the hands of
the priests, Erbot his son was in his youth. And
in three moons died Aongus chief in Deas, and
Airt his first-born was in youth also; nor was there
one of the race in Deas or Gaelen who could rile;
and Eri did call on Zberic to rule Erimionn, but he
would not,

And thus passed six rings, when Jberic died,
having ruled one score and fourteen rings, and Ullad
mourned for him.

And Sobairce his first-born, the goodliest of the
sons of Eri, was chosen to sit in the place of his fa-
ther; and Ciermna, his brother of oue birth, was
but little inferior to Sobairce in outward form or
inward worthiness.

And now Eocaid the son of Dairé, of the line of
Ith, chief of Ib Lugad, took on him the name of
Erimionn; he passed away his time trifling, his

D2
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mind bent more on the colours of raiment than on
things useful to be known or done.

Eri was troubled, words being spread abroad,
“ the Danan are holding talk with Firgneat privily.”

Now when Eocaid bad called himself Erimionn
for a course of nearly five rings, all the chiefs of
Deas and Gaelen did send letters unto Sobairce and
unto Ciermna, saying,

«“ Will not the sons of Er listen to the voice of
Eri, calling on them to guard her from the foemen,
preparing to rise up against her? Will they not re-
move Eocaid the son of Daire from the seat of the
chief?” ' '

And Sobairce and Ciermna answering, said, “ The
sons of Er will remove Eocaid, and watch over
3 e T '

And ere Sobairce assembled the warriors, he sent
a messenger of peace to Eocaid, saying,

« Eocatd son of Ith hath not been chosen, nor
doth it seem fit to the chiefs that he should rule:
what if he remove to his own place ?”

But Eocaid delayed answer till Sobairce came

upon him, and those about him fell off from him.
. And after two days Eocaid did send to Ciermna,
by one who brought food unto him, to come to him,
no covenant being made; and when Ciermna did
not come so soon as the impatience of Eocaid looked
for, he slew himself.

Note—1It appears that the king of Dens and the king of Gaclen,
whichever conceived himself most powerful, arrogated the title of
Erimionn ; and now we find a prince of Ith, who, though of the
royal line, was not strictly eligible to a throne, assuming the title of
Erimionn also.
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CHAP. IX.

The reign of Sobairce, a space of two score rings,
lacking one ring, from the death of Eocaid, tlzat is
Jrom 893 to 854.

Now Sobairce sent messengers through the nations
of Eri, saying, “Let the chiefs assemble on the
plam of Almain out of hand, to meet Sobairce Chlt,f
in Ullad.”

And the assembly were together, and they held
talk, for Sobairce said, « I w111 do nought of my-
self.”

And the chiefs of Gaelen did intreat Sobairce to
rule over that land ; and the chiefs of Deas did be-
seech Ciermna to sit in Deas.

And Ciermna took his departure with the chiefs
of Deas, and Sobairce returned to his place ; Erdot
the son of 7ighernmas along with him.

And Felimid hath lived to see the sons of Er rule
over all the Gaal in Eri : their minds are stored with
wisdom, the words of Eolus are in their hearts. Now
is discord banished from the land ; no more will our
ears hear of the preparation of the Danan for battle.
Felimid hath lived to a happy time; his days draw
near unto an end.

In one moon after Sobairce returned to Ullad, did
Felimid breathe for the last time: and Catarac was
was chosen Ard Olam. : A

Sobairce hath given the Olam a charge to instruc
Erbot in the ways of truth, and to repeat in his ear
the words of Eolus continually.
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Now Sobairce raised up an house darable on the
rock, that standeth above the waters of Foist; (a)
and Ciermna hath builded a house durable also on
the summit that looketh out upon the world of wa-
ters at the eastern extremity of 74 Lugad. (b)

And the chiefs and all the people murmured when
they saw and heard thereof; a thing not known to
be done by our fathers aforetlme

And when the words came to the ears of Sobairce
and of Ciermna, they said,

“ Let not the chiefs nor the Gaal take fear unto
them, that the sons of Er will do an injury unto them,
how could they hurt the people and not endamage
themselves?

“ The gates of Dun Sobairce and of Dun Ciermna

“shall be open as wide, and as continually, as the mouth
of the tent. p

“ Nevertheless if the minds of the people are
troubled because of this thing, let their full thoughts
be declared ; short will be the time till the evil shall
be removed out of sight.” (¢)
~ And when the peopl’e heard the words, they saldh
“ The strength of our hope is in Sobairce and Ci-
ermna ; may the houses of the children of Er stand
for ever!”

Now Erbot was of the age, and Sobairce did go
with him to G'aelen ; and he called together the great
congregation, and Sebatrce presented Erbot to the
assembly, and he said,

“ When the children of Er: did call an Solmzrce
to watch over Gaelen, for that not one of the race of
Iolar was_of the age, and the Danan was said to
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threaten that land, Sobairce did listen unto their
voice. :
“ Gaelen is the portion of the sons of Zolar, of whom
is Erbot, no longer in youth. The Olam have in-
structed him in lessons of truth and wisdom, which
will teach him how to rule.”

And when Sobairce made an end, all being silent,
after a while he said, 5

“ Was Sobairce a chief of Gaelen, he would say,
What if Erbot the son of Zighernmas of the race
of the hero sit on the seat of his fathers ?”

And a shout was raised, and the assembly and
all that were about the mount, cried aloud, “ May
Baal prosper all the works of Sobairce the son.of
Er

And Murcad, a chief of Gaelen, stood up, and
said, “ What if Erbot the son of Tighernmas of the
race of the hero sit on the seat of his fathers ?”

And all said, ¢ Yea.”

And Sobairce laid a beautiful mantle of curious
work on the shoulders of Erbot, and he did call me,
Catarac, and' he said, “ Behold Catarac hath a pre-
sent for Erbot!”

And I did give into the hands of Erbot the words
of the writing of Eolus, and of Lteerial, and I did
say, “Son of Iolar, accept at my bands these words
of thy great fatbers, the wisest of ‘the race. Before
thy eyes heretofore have I set them, to thy heart I
would have laid them; thou wilt find in them food
for thy mind, more delicious than the cool waters of
the fountain to the parched lips of the hunter, as he
raceth after his dogs, pursuing the deer on the sidcs
of the naked hills, what time the sheep yieldeth his
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cumbrous raiment to man, more provident for the
times to come.”

And Erbot did lay the writings beneath his mantle.
And now the boards were spread, and there was
feasting, and music, and dancing, and tales of other
times—times of Gaeleg, yea, and of Iber, for full
nine days.

And Sobairce returned to Ullad, and Erbot .and
all the chiefs of Gaelen attended his steps on his
homeward way to the waters of Ramhar, which run
between the nations of Ullad and of Gaelen; and
we did pass by the way that Sobairce hath opened
throughout from thence even to Dun Sobairce.

Now did Sobairce send a messenger nunto Cierm-
na, saying, “ Airt the son Aongus is of the age;
the eye of Sobairce doth long to look upon his bro-
ther.”

And Ciermna assembled the chiefs of Deas, and
they did choose Airt the son of Adongus.

And Ciermna returned towards Ullad, and a great
company moved with him, now of one land, now of
another, to the limits of Deas; and multitudes sur-
rounded his way through Gaelen.

And when he touched the border of Ullad, he
came down from his horse; and he bowed the head,
and he bathed his body in the waters of Ramhar :
and when he stood on the land of Ullad, he kissed
the earth.

And Sobairce moved on the way that Ciermna
was a coming the journey of two days; and they did
meet in the vale of Bearna: and when they were yet
far distant, they did come down from their horses,
and they did run with all their speed to meet each
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other, and they embraced tenderl y tears of joy rush-
ing from their eyes.

And a huge stone is set up on the spot, on the
one side of which is engraved the name of Sobairce,
and on the other the name of Ciermuna.

And the boards were spread at Dun Sobairce,
and there was feasting for one entire moon, even the
moon Cruining —all were bidden : tents were raised
all about, and the song, and the voice of the harp was
heard, and the tales of other times; and the dance
and the chase passed days and nights away in joy
and gladness.

And the day before the congregation were to be

separated, they were called to one place, and boards
were raised up in the midst; and Leat¢, one of the
Olum, was lifted up thereon: Leat, whose voice is
strong, and the sounds thereof are sweet.
_And I, Catarac, did give into his hands, the writ-
ing of Eolus, and the roll of the chronicles, up to
the day on which Leat was standing in the presence
of the children of the land, and Leat did read the
words aloud ; and the joy of amazement ran through
the congregation.

And all the chiefs, and Olam, and priests, bards
and minstrels, and all the Gaal, and the matrons and
damsels, all raised up their hands towards the hea-
vens ; and they did beseech Baal to prosper all the
works of Sobairce and of Ciermna, the glory of the
Glaal, the sword and buckler of the land.

Now peace is on every side: the Danan seek the
love of the men of Ullad. Firgneat join themselves
to us, fearing nothing.

And Airt and Erbot did journey to Dun Sobairce.
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Erbdot incliveth unto the priests ; he hath, or seemeth
to have, forgotten the lessons of the Olam.

It happed on a day that Sobairce did speak of
words of FEolus unto Erbdot, who knew them not;
and Sobairce did inquire of the writings Catara¢ did
give unto him in Gaelen; when Erbot said, Ard
Cruimtear did remove them from my tent, saying,
they are the work of the Olam, who speak evil of
Baal and his servants continually.

Airt delighteth in sports and music, and the song
and dance, more than in wisdom.

Sobairce and Ciermna lament unto me, Catarac,
the gloominess of Erbot, and the trifling levity of
unthinking Airt.

When Sobairce had ruled for the course of one
score rings and one, Catarac died, and Leat was
chosen Ard Olam.

Ways are making through the land ; the G'aal in-
crease—cattle abound—the Olam are heard—know-
ledge is in respect. Five congregations are added
through Ullad: day followeth day; as the things
are of one day, so of the next. Ullad is as the infant
reposing on the breast of the mother, after sucking
the pap. (d)

When Sobairce had ruled for one score rings and
twelve, Leat died, and Nid was chosen Ard Olam.

And when Sobairce had ruled one score and
seventeen rings over Eri, Erbot, chief in Gaclen,
died, and Smior Gaal his son was chosen.

And ere that moon did wane, Airt the son of
Aongus, chief in Deas, died also; and the chiefs did
not come to the mount for eight moons that lacked
of his full age ; then they did choose Eocaid his son..
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And when Sobairce had ruled for the circuit ox
two score rings and four, he sickened and died;
and his heap hath been raised, as he did bid, nigh

unto the mouut of Ullad.

For he said, If at any time the mind of the chief,
or the thoughts of the people, should be unruly, per-
adventure they will return into the way of reason,
when they think on Sobdairce laid beneath the heap
before them.

And ere the twelfth day was to an end, from the
day that Sobairce ceased, Ciermna ceased also; his
spirit, though great, could not endure existence,

Yobairce being no more.

And the heap of Ciermna is raised nigh unto the
heap of Sobairce, as though he had ruled in Ullad ;
and Ullad mourneth, and long will mourn for So-
bairce and Ciermna.

NOTES TO CHAPTER IX.

(2) This is the first mention of an house, according to our present
acceptation of the word, in the history of this Gaal.

(b) This house was called Dun Sobairce. See the Glossary and
Map; as also for Dun Ciermna.

{c) This is language worthy of a wise man and a good prince ;
such conduct alway serves to inspire the people with confidence in
their rulers. The modern practice of oligarchies, who have usurped
the government of the whole of Europe, is never to concede any
thing to the wishes of the people, however just or moderate they
may be ; for which reason, the people have no confidence in the
usurpers, who depend for the continuance of t eir powe , not on
the affections, but the corruption of the people ; and . ndeavour to
extenuate their offence by charging the corrupted with the guilt to
which they bave enticed them.

(d) What is translated congregations, is Britetgne, or fire-hill, as
heretofore explained.
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CHAP. X.

The reign of Oilliol, a space of one score and four
rings, from 854 to 830.

Wiex the chiefs of Ullad were called to the mount,
they chose O:lliol the son of Sobairce.

Now Eocaid, chief in Deas, raised his hand bigh,
and his voice higher, in threats against the Danan ;
and he sent an herald to demand tribute not due;
and if not paid out of hand, to say, in the hearing of
Seorl, chief of that land, that the warriors of Deas
would pour into Oldanmact.

And Seorl sent the words of Eocaid by the mouth
of his messenger unto O:illiol, and to say moreover,

“ It hath been told unto the Danan, that when
the pillar was raised up for a memorial of the cove-
nant between their fathers and the race of Zber, your
fathers of that day did shape figures, rolled one upon
the other, that tell why the stone was set up, and
shew that they were not to pass over the waters of
the great river to trouble Oldanmact; and that the
figures then formed remain together within the house
of the chief of Ullad even unto this day. Now Eo-
caid, chief in Deas, calling himself Erimionn, threat-
eneth to pass over the river, against the will of the
Danan, demanding tribute. Therefore Seorl and the
Danan would know, if Oilliol will stop the foot of
Locaid, the covenant being as Seorl sayeth, or to
that like.” :

And O:illiol said, ¢ The words of the covenant
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do abide within the booth of the Ard Olam ; thou
shalt hear them.” ,

And Nid, even I, did open the roll of the chroni-
cles; and words were read as Seor! had declared
by the mouth of his messenger.

And Otlliol inquired the cause of the wrath of
Eocaid; and the man answered, ¢ The Danan, from
the chief to the Clod, have done nought.” (a)

Whereupon Oilliol said unto the messenger, “ Say
thou unto Seorl, Oilliol will send unto Eocaid to
refrain, and if he will persist wrongfully, O:lliol will
then declare unto him what he intendeth.”

And the man took his departure, and Oulliol did
send letters unto Eocaid, saying :

“ Words have come from Seor! unto the ear of
Oilliol; ¢ Eocaird doth threaten to pass over the
waters of Seanamhan, under pretence of exacting
tribute; and Oulliol addeth, Why tribute to Eo-
caid? why calleth Eocaid himself Erimionn? Oil-
liol will fulfil the oath of his father, sworn on
Magmortiomna, even against a son of Lber. There-
fore,”——(b)

And Eocaid refrained, and peace abided.

Oilliol walketh in the path of his fathers; more-
over he maketh circnits through Ullad ring after
ring, sojourning now in the tents of one, then of
another, looking into the conditions of the children
of the land : and the gates of Dun Sobairce are open
at all times, for the entrance of chiefs, and the
Gaal. \ ‘

Now when O:lliol had ruled for the course of one
score and two rings, it happed that Smior Gaal went
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to the tents of Iber, where the half of Eri ‘was as-
sembled for the chase.

- And whilst the hunters were together, the boards
were spread, the horns went round, the nights pass-
ed away in song, the harps, and the dance.

And one morning, after Smior Gaal had heated
himself in the dance, and the horns had been emp-
tied to excess the night before, he plunged into the
waters of Sior, and long time passed not till his skin
was hot, his frame was as in fire; yet did he hunt
the whole day long, and thus kept struggling with
distemper, till forced to become companion to his
bed by night and day: and he did rage.

The hunters now began to move towards their
dwellings, and Eocaid was troubled sore because of
Smior Gaal, hearing that he was in doubtful case to

live or die.
And Eocaid went to the tent wherein Smior Gaal

lay, to comfort him. And on the fifth day did Smior
Gaal die.

And Eocaid was not at ease, yet he went to and
fro, as-he was wont, in open air, till the subtle poison
imbibed from Smior G'aal ran through all his frame,
and on the fifth day also from the time he sickened,
did Eocaid die.

And many were they who were swept off in Deas
in like manner.

And Mogfeib the son of Eocaid was chosen to
rule in Deas.

And Fiaca the son of Erbot was placed on the
seat of the chief in Gaelen.

And when Oilliol had ruled in Ullad for the course
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of one score rings and four, in truth and justice, he
died.

NOTES TO CHAPTER X,

(2) This Danan word, Clod, must mean one of the lowest degree :
Cloden was the term applied by the Danan to the aborigines of this
island.

(5) It hasbeen the practice of those who have put together bardic
tales of Eri, to give a regular catalogue of chief kings, from the fall
of Iber on Ceseol elected as it were by constituted authorities. You
see by these chronicles (the only authentic record that hath escaped
the tooth of time, and the destroying hands of Danes and English),
that the assumption of the title was an usurpation not warranted
by law.

CHAP. XI.

The reigr of Daire, a space of seventeen rings, from
830 to 813

It was against the will of Daire that he was placed
on the seat of his father: he said, “ My frame is
weakly, and if Ullad should be troubled !”

But the chiefs would not pass on to another of
the sons of Oilliol; and whilst Daire sat amongst
the Olam and the bards, and touched the strings of
the bharp, Focaid his brother did bestir himself for
the chief.

And when Daire had sat during one ring, Nid
died, and G'rad was chosen Ard Olam.

Now when Daire had ruled for six rings, it came
to pass, that Cwil, chief of the Danan, stirred up the
Firgneat, saying,
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“ The strangers have evil minds towards us; they
be weak ; do they not slay each other in Deas and
Gaclen? (a)

¢ Let us join our hands together; ye shall have
one quarter of Gaelen.”

And Firgneat did spread themselves from the
borders of the waters that wash the lands of their
dwellings ; and they did join themselves to the Da-
nan, and a great multitude they were; and they
moved towards Guelen.

And when words came to Fiaca, ¢ The Danan
and Firgneat are moving towards the land,” he call-
ed together the chiefs, and Morad stood up and said,
“ What if a cessenger be sent to Daire, to drive
back the waves that threaten the land ?” (6)

And Colgar stood up in haste, and said, “ Who
is he that will write the words? Shall the hand be
upon a pen, not on the sword? Whilst Scriobnoir
is writing for help, where will be our flocks and
herds? where the glory of the Gaal ?” And all cried,
“To battle!”

And they met on Mag Duor; and the men of
Gaelen had the worst: howbeit, they turned not
their backs, and the Danan and Firgneat advanced
into the land. ,

And on the morrow, as the multitude were pass-
ing towards the sun’s rising, Fiaca bad Colgar,
«“ Take with thee a chosen band of youths, and
haste behind the foe, and thence rush upon them
with uproar.”

And Colgar did so; and whilst those with
Fiaca met them in front, those with Colgar were
on their backs; and when Firgneat felt the weight
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of the Glaal they escaped as they could ; but Danan
proved men, many were the warriors of Qldanmact
. who fell on that day, for they said, ““ Are we worthy
to live, if we cannot stand on the land of our fa-
thers?” and many of the Gaal fell also

And they returned each to their own lands, bear-
ing evil minds to each other.

_Now when Daire came to hear of these things, his
mind was troubled, for he said, ¢ Should Iber join
himself to Fiaca, and part Oldanmact, it will fare
ill with Ullad.” (c)

And Daire sent Eocaid his brother unto Cu:ll, to
learn of a truth the cause of the passing of the Dan-
an into Gaelen ; that if it should appear the Danan
were not transgressors, Focaid may whisper words
of comfort in his ear. '

And Eocaid discovered that Fiaca and Mogfeibe
had been harassing Oldanmact for a long while ;
moreover, that the messenger sent from Cuill unto
Dun Sobairce with tidings thereof, had been laid
hold on, and put under an oath in the presence of
the earth, in the hearing of the waves of the sea, that
he would say unto Cuill, ““ The chief of Ullad would
not listen unto the words of my lips.”

Whereupon Eocaid said unto Cuill, «“ Cwill, hear
the words of Daire from the mouth of Eocaid his
brother. Let not the Danan break the covenant of
Magmortiomna ; and if the children of Zber do not
observe the same for the times to come, let Cuill
send words by a sure tongue to the chief of largael :
so will they come to the ear of Daire; then will the
warriors of Ullad haste to help the Danan.” (d)

VOL. IL. E



50 CHRONICLES

And Eocaid returned to Dun Sobairce.

And Daire preserved Ullad in peace all his days,
of seventeen rings that he ruled ; then did he sicken
and die.

NOTES TO CHAPTER XI.

(a) In ancient days it was a thing unknown for tribes and the
people of the same community to destroy each other ; domestic
butchery was reserved for polished ages, for more advanced stages
to civilization of the perfectible animal, man. Insatiable appetite for
power hurried the chiefs of Deas and Gaelen into the commission of
frightful excesses, which it is not my intention to extenuate ; at the
same time I beg of those English, who are in the habit of stigmatis-
ing us with every foul epithet their language furnishes, to review
the pages of their own history, tolerably authentic ; exempt as it is
from captivating figures of fine imagination, unclouded by mists of
fable, on the shoulders of which the mantle of antiquity was never
laid.

(b) It is observable that the figure generally presented for an hos-
tile invasion is a flood, as you may have seen in divers passages in
these Chronicles, and in the Dissertation. Which.instances could
be given five hundred fold, was it necessary.

(c) From this passage you can understand the policy of Ullad,
which you will find adhered too invariably, and which throws con-
siderable light on the true state of Eri.

(d) The reason of sending to the chief of Targaal was, to prevent
the danger of the messenger from Oldanmact to Dun Sobairce being
intercepted. Jargualis this day called Donegal,

CHAP. XII.

The reign of Eocaid, a space of sixteen rings, from
813 to 797.

LEOCAID theson of Oilliol, and brother of Daire,
was chosen chief in Ullad.
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Now there was amity between the sons of Tber
and of Jolar : the children of Iolar were touched at
heart because of the tenderness of Eocaid to Smior-
guael.

And what time Focaid had ruled five years in
Ullad, Fiaca sent Fionn his son to Mogfeibe to say
unto him,

“ So long as Ullad is in friendship with the Dan-
an, to move and stay them, and Firgneat at his
pleasure, there will be no safe footing for the sons
of ITber nor of folar. What if Mogfeibe join his
strength to the weight of Fiaca to the feeling of
Oldanmact 7’

Now Mogfeibe being no way subtle, and Fionn
being young, moreover not knowing that the words"
were secret words for Mogfeibe's ear, Mogfeibe said
unto Fionn, “ 1 will send an answer at such a time.”

And Mogfeibe assembled the chiefs, Daire chief
of Ib Lugad being present: and Mogfeibe repeated
the words of Fionn, but the assembly would not ac-
cording thereunto.

And long time passed not till Mogfeibe died, and
Eocaid his son was chosen.

And Fiaca journeyed to the tents of Focaid, in
hopes to persuade him to enter Oldanmact ; but the
chiefs of Deas would not consent thereto. !

Urged by the vehemence of his passion to destrey
the Firgneat, for they were despised of him, he as-
sembled a small company, enough as he thought,
and with these did he move to Maggeintir. (a)

What though Firgneat were taken unawares, yet
did they run together, and they did surround Fiace.

2
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and all that were with him ; and they did smite the
‘men of Gaelen sorely, and they did slay Fiaca.
And they drew the body of Fiaca to the margin
of their land, and they flung it into the waters of
Aron. '
Thus perished Fiaca, and Fionr his son was cho-
sen to rule in Gaelen.
And when FEocaid had ruled seven rings, Grad
died, and Deirim was chosen Ard Olam.
: Eocaid walketh in the steps of his father, he de-
lighteth in that which is good; Ullad is in repose,
Eri resteth in the calm of peace.
And when he had ruled sixteen rings he died,
and the land mourned for him.

NOTES TO CHAPTER XII.

(a) Dull of apprehension, slow to avenge even flagrant wrongs, it
appears the Firgneat were not insensible to insult and contempt, the
original word diomeas denoting that Fiaca had spoken of them in
terms of reproach—contemptuously—though the particular instances
are not mentioned ; and to retaliate, even after life, they treated his
body in the manner most mortifying to his race, as though he had
‘been a murderer,

A}

CHAP. XIIIL

The reign of Eolus, a space of one score and nine
rings, from 797 to 768.

EOLUS sitteth on the seat of his fathers ; he is not
exceeded by one of the race for wisdom. .
He hath journeyed through Ullad ring after ring,
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and visiteth the booths of the Olam, and sitteth
amongst them, hearing and giving lessouns of know-
ledge continually, now six rings that he hath ruled.

And now he moved towards Deas, I, Deirim,
in his company. He bad a strong desire to see Eo-
caid chief of that land : the report of Eocaid is good,
he loveth truth and justice and peace more than
any of his race since the Gaal first touched Eri.

And Eolus and Eocaid exchanged vows of friend-
ship all their days.

‘And as FEolus was returning through Gaelen, he
tarried awhile at the tents of Fionn: all the efforts
of Eolus to lead him in the path of wisdom availed
not—the priests have taken dominion of his reason.

Great was the joy when FEolus returned to Dun
Sobairce.  And when FEolus had ruled for nine
rings, he sent messengers through Ullad, saying,
* Let the congregation be gathered together at the
mount of Dur Sobairce, what time Baal shall enter
his house Sgith.” :

And when the time came, a great multitude was
assembled, and Eolus rose in the midst, and he said,

“ It is the wish of FEolus that the number of the
Olam be increased, and that three booths durable
be established in divers parts of the land, where provi-
sion might be made for the Olam and for the youths :
therefore if it seemeth good, what if three schools be
builded, one at Druimecrit, one at Druimmor, and
one at Dun Sobairce here, and nine Olam abide in
each?” (a) :

And the words were heard by all with gladness;
and it was so. And when Eolus had ruled for ten
rings, words came to Dun Sobatrce that Eocaid
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Mumo, chief in Deas, had ceased, being flung from
his horse in passing over on the hurdles on the wa-
ters of Sior, where they glide between Arda, and
there was he drowned.

And a mmbty heap hath been r'u%ed on the far
side of the river, and the heap is called Mumain, and
from thence is all Deus aforetime called MumaiN
in respect for the chief. (5)

And Glas the son of Noid, the son of Eocaid
Faobarglas was chosen to rule in Mumain.

And when Folus had ruled fourteen rings, Fionn
‘chief of Gaelen died, and Aongus the son of Fiaca
was chosen.

Now the mind of Aongus was evil towards the
Danan and to Firgneat; he remembered the death
of his father, and he took to heart the mmanner
thereof, which he laid to the Danan ; how be it they
had no share therein ; and he sought pretences, now
one, then another, to do them injury.

And he sent a messenger to demand tribute, and
when Forb, chief in Oldanmact, asked, ¢ What tri-
bute?” he was answered, ¢ Firic for the blood o«
my father.” The Danan were amazed at hearing the
words, yet did they know the mind of Aongus
thereby.

And after a while the warriors of Gaelen came
upon Oldanmact unawares, and the Danan fled from
the presence of Aongus towards the sun’s going, not
having time to send words to the chief of Targael.

And the Gaal pursued after them ; still the Danan
kept on flying before them, feigning fear.

And when the Gaal had gotten entangled in the
midst of the hills, the Danan rose np against them,
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and many of the G'aal fell, and Mal, a chief of Gaelen,
fell also. :

Now Aongus was not with the host; the moon
was at the palest; dongus yet lay in his tent, Baza,
the delight of his soul, nigh unto him. And one
came running to the tent of the chief, and told what
happed : and dongus trembled, for he did not yet
know that Baal was in the chamber of his rest. (c)

But when he heard that Baal had not come forth,
he was rejoiced, and said, “ Good, our fathers drew
not the sword till Baal looked out upon them.”

And Aongus hasted to the battle, the hills were
covered with the foe: dongus strode in his strength,
and his strength was terribl‘é".

The Danan fought valiantly ; all could not avail
against Albuadac ; great was the slaughter of that
day. And when the men of Gaelen stood round
Aongus after the battle, he said aloud, ¢ Let these
-hills be called Cealg for the times to come, because
of the treachery of the Danan.” (d)

And Aongus wasted Oldanmact, and he laid Cios
for Eiric on the land, vengeance for the blood of hig
father ; for he said, the Damm were helping unto
Firgneat ; but that was not so : and he doubled the
tribute, calling himself Erimionn.

And Aongus turned his face toward Maggeinim,
with intent utterly to root out Firgneat; and as he
was about to enter that land, lo ! the warriors of Ullud
were moving towards Oldanmact, words havmn-
passed from mouth to ear, even unto Dun Sobazrce,
of the doings of Aongus.

And now Eolus sent the warriors, and three of
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his brethren, - Oilliol, - Ruidruide, and Ros, to aid
the Danan.

Oilliol staid the foot of the host, whilst Ruidruide
and Ros rode towards Aongus; and when they
reached within the hearing of their voices by the
men of Gaelen, they came down from their horses,
their swords in their left hands, their shields at their
backs, their mantles girded close, and they moved
on their feet towards Aongus.

And Ros raised his voice, and said, “ We have
hither come according to the words of Eolus to say
unto Aongus, “The Firgneat against whom thou
raisest up the sword are of Ullad, and the children
of Er have sworn unto them, and the covenant of
peace is between them and us.

“What hath been doneis done. Have the Firgneat
joined themselves unto the Danan? Let Aongus
search them out through Oldanmact, they are war-
riors, their hand’s upon the sword: why spoil the
lands of those who abide in their dwellings?

“ Hath Aongus an evil mind towards Firgneat ?
Shall it be said in times to come, The Gaal of
Sciot of Iber turned their backs on men, to war
with the earth, and dwellings, and women and chil-
‘dren ?” and Ros repeated the words aloud in the
hearing of the Gaal.

And the words of Ros were pleasing in the ears
of the Gaal, and Aongus took counsel, and returned
to Gaelen.

And O:tlliol sent a messenger, even the chief of
JTargael, with words unto Ford, that Forb may
know Don for times to come.

)
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And the hearts of the Danan beat warmly in love
for Ullad, and the race of Er.

Aud there is peace, for Glas doth walk in the
steps of Mumo ; he would have the youth of his
land instructed in lessons of truth; his voice is of no
account, the children of Mumain are more inclined
to sports, and music, and tales of the bards; but
Glas preserved the land in peace all his days, of nine
rings that he ruled; then he died, and Eunda the
son of Focaid Mumo was chosen.

-At this time died also Deirim, Ard Olam of Ullad,
and Dub was chosen in his place.

Peace abideth ; Eunda, yea, and Aongus listen to
the ‘voice of Eolus: he holdeth on in the ways of
truth and justice, never stepping aside from the les-
sons of his great father, the sure guide thereto.

And four congregations are established, and nine
booths are on the passages through Ullad, to minis-
ter to the wayfaring and to the stranger, far from the
voice of his kindred. Eolus toileth without ceasing
for the good of Ullad.(e)

When' Eolus had ruled one score rings and eight,
Aongus, chief in Gaelen, died, and Maine his bro-
ther was chosen.

And when FEolus had ruled for the course of one
score rings and nine, he did feel as though he had
run his course to the view of the utmost end ; and
he bad those about him to raise up the tent of the
chief, midway between the mount of Ullad, and the
booth of the Olam of Dun Sobairce.

And when it was told unto Eolus, that his tent
was fixed, he said, ** Let my weight be borne hence,
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and laid within my tent, that I nay cease therein,
as my fathers did, no soil on Sobairce from my
words.” (f)

And it was so: and when he was placed within
the tent, he felt inclined to sleep; and sleep came
over him, and his spirit was refreshed therefrom.
And he called for me, Dub, and he said unto me,
“ Let my sons be gathered tcgether, even here, that
I may see and speak to them ere that I die.”

And when the youths did stand in the presence
of their father, Dub within the tent, Eolus raised
himself up, and he opened his mouth, and said,

“ My sons, a treasure hath been committed to
‘my care by Eocaid, my father, entrusted to him by
his father, and so from father to son, from genera-
tion to generation. Whether it hath suffered aught of
diminution in my hands hath no doubt been judged,
though the truth will not be declared in full till I
shall be beneath the heap.”

Now Eolus perceiving that the young men looked
one upon another with inquiring eyes, as in conjee-
ture of a treasure so long concealed, of which they
had not heard afore, he said,

“ Ye seem in wonder at the mention of a hoard,
which till now ye heard not of. Think ye that I have
great possessions in flocks and herds, and many
horses, and a store of dogs; that the apparel of my
house is of great worth, and metals had from within
the bosom of the earth ; that costly arms are mine?

“ Be undeceived ; of these and of such like I have
not more nor less as I know of than my gone father
had. Howbeit, Dud, let me hope that Eolus hath
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increased the store he cometh now not to part
amongst these his sons : nay, he will give all to each,
no severance made.

“ To all of you, my sons, and unto each, I leave
the treasure, reputation—a good name. It will en-
dure with care, should all else fail—the care yield-
ing the highest gratification to the spirit of man ; all
the race will be partakers of this inheritance with ye,
1y sons.

“ In nothing will ye run so great a risk of loss of
any portion of this vast treasure, as by suffering
your passions to diminish the love ye ought to bear
one towards another; whereby the band would be
loosened, that should firmly unite you.

“ O my sons, beware of vanity. Let not the
gaudy fly approach too nigh unto you. Crush be-
neath thy feet the worm Envy, that consumeth the
heart’s blood, and changeth the colour of the eye of
man.

“ Ye bave the words of our great father, whose
name I bear—preserve them in your memories : they
have been the guide of thy father—let them be thine,
my sons.

 The spirit of Eolus yet abideth with me: may it
abide with yon, and be immortal, to light his race,
and all the children of the land to glory and to hap-
piness!

“ Few words more:

¢ Froim this tent let not thy father be removed;
hitherto hath my weight, enlivened by my spirit,
been borne: suffer not my form to be touched in
death: here let the heéap be raised over me, if the
children of Ullad shall think we worthy of memo-
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rial. Go now, my sons, unto Dun Sobairce, and
there abide till ye shall hearsof me.”

But they besought their father to permlt them to
raise up their tents nigh unto him. And Eolus was
touched at heart; tears flowed from him—he wept
aloud: the youths looked on their father, then on
each other, making no effort to smother their grief.

When Eolus found utterance for his words, he
said, “ How pleasing are the words of my children
to my ears, how refreshing to my feeble spirit! Do
abide near unto your father, that his eyes may look
on his children whilst Baal yet affordeth his light.”

Now when it was spread abroad, that Eolus lay
on the bed of sickness within his tent, chiefs, and of
the Gaal in multitudes, swarmed around him ; and
when he heard the humming of the voices, he in-
quired, and Ros told unto him, * The children of
the land stand about thy tent, to know what service
they can render unto my father.” .

And Eolus said, “ It is good : this is a sign unto
me, that my labour hath been well accepted. Be-
hold the full reward!” And he clasped his hands,
and said, “ O that my spirit may abide with the
spirit of my fathers amongst the children of Er: for
ever!”

And he said unto Ros,

“ Go forth, my son, and take unto thy tents the
chiefs, and the Olam ; and let the boards be spread,
and for the Gaal, and the women, and the little
ones, that they may be comforted.”  And it was so.

And Eolus watched the whole night through ;
and ere Baal had reached the summit of his next
day’s course, Eolus breathed for the last time.
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Now when it was known that Eolus had ceased,
a loud and grievous lamentation was heard ; and the
lower part of the tent was raised up, and the entire
congregation moved one after the other round the
tent; and they did look upon the form of the chief:
and they lifted up their hands and eyes towards the
heaven, and besought Baal to take the spirit of Eo-
lus nigh unto him, and to give him power and do-
minion over évil spirits of the air. And the Olam
said aloud, * Children of Ullad, inhale the spirit of
Eolus ; let it be preserved for ever.” (g)
" And when the day came, that the heap of Eolus
was to be raised, and the congregation were toge-
ther, trunks of trees were fixed up round about the
tent, wherein lieth the form of Folus; and the tops
of the trees leaned one against each other, and on
them was piled up the beap, beneath which his bulk
abideth as he ceased, according to his words.

And the death-song of the chief was raised by me,
Dub, and chanted by the v01ces of the children of the
land.

NOTES TO CHAPTER XIII.

(a) Before this regulation of Eolus, the Olam instructed the youth
at their booths ; none, therefore, could have attended the Olam but
those of the neighbourhood; the inconvenience of which being
felt, three seminaries, or colleges (in the original, * Mur Olaman,”
the wall of the teachers, denoting the durability of the dwelling),
were now established, for nine Olam each; and lands- assigned for
the maintenance of teachers and ' disciples, who abided within the
schools from the time they put on the ¢ Brat,” or close cloke, till
that of wearing the F’olan, or open mantle ; neither age mentloned
that I know of.

(6) The kingdom of Deas (the south, and also the right side, or
bhand, that point being on the right when the face ‘is towards the
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east) was now called « Mumain,” * respect for Mumo,” from the
heap raised over him, as Ullad had its name for the like reason.
Look on the Map for the situation of the place. This kingdom is
now Munster, a word of no meaning ; according to English custom,
sufficient for the purpose, if it dlsﬁgul‘en the venerable features of
antiquity. *

{c) This Gaal held it dishonorable to attack a foe by night.

(d) Here is proof of the proneness of man to give good or evil
report of the same action, according to the doer. Aongus calls the
hills “ Cealg,” that is, “ deceit,” because of the trick of war prac-
tised' by the Danan, which the Danan, no doubt, considered a fair
stratagem, and which dongus, had he done the like, would have
called address and prudence. Will man never desist from impos-
ture ? Never, whilst the multitude are so easily imposed on, as rcalfy
to seem pleased with deception.

{¢) Considering that Ullad enjoyed an uninterrupted state of
peace and repose for two hundred and thinty years, their march
would appear slow, were not the state of the land covered oyer with
woods and stagnate waters in a great measure, and the paucity of
the Gaal on their arrival, “ a thin host, by the power of Baal,” as
Marcad said, taken to account. ‘These booths were called Ruaths,
where hespitality was exercised to travellers and strangers.

{f) This expression alludes to Sobairce having built Dun Sobairce ;
ﬁnd though Eolus desired to end his days in his tent, after the man-
ner of all his race before the time of Sobairce, he wished to have it
understood, that he meant not to find fault with Sobairce, or those
descended from him, who had done otherways.

(g) Here we have a demonstration of the difference between the
airy fancies of the priests, received and cherished by the multitude
nnder the name of Religion, and the substantial opinions of thg
Olam, founded upon all the knowledge attainable by man, rejecting
every thing as.fraud and imposture, for the ends of self-aggrandise~
ment, that was incompatible with the senses, and at variance with
vight reason. They did not admit of avy partiality in thejr supreme
being, or that he selected one or .mare as depositaries of his will,
secreted from the rest of his creatures ; they preferred a belief, that
those who pretended to have communication with the Author of
life and light were cheats and impostors, more particularly svhen
the evidence was before their senses continually, that the very indi-

‘xiduals, and their order and descendants, ‘were to possess riches



OF ERI. 63

and influence, in consequence of the reception of laws they called
divine, of which they were to be the interpreters, as well as autho-
rised to model, enact, and repeal, from time to time, every altera-
tion tending to increase their own power.

CHAP. X1V.

The reign of Oilliol, a space of seven rings, from
768 {0 761.

Now the chiefs were together on the mount of Ullad,
and they chose Oilliol, the first-born of Eolus.

And he sent letters unto Maine, that Oldanmact
might be relieved from the tribute under which that
land had been laid by Aongus: and he said unto
Maine, « Call thou for the writing of Eolus, my great
father and thine, which the priests, in the days of
Erbot, did steal away from that chief, and therefrom
thou wilt find, that no word of tribute was spoken of
on Magmortiomna.

“ Moreover shall the Gaal of Sciot of Iber unto the
Danan what they would not bear from Sru, and
therefore did not our fathers depart from Gaelag.”

And Maine was consenting unto the desire of Oil-
liol, but the priests did prevent Maine, saying, « This
is a device of the Olam, to make the Danan strong to
help the sons of £ir to rule over Eri;” and Masne re-
peated the words to Oilliol; but they were vain
words, words of the priests. (a)

Maine is ruled by the priests in all things.

Eunda passeth all his days in searching into the
bowels of the earth, in the mountains at the extremity
of Eri, that look over the world of waters. (5)
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Peace abideth.

Now O:ulliol took delight in the chase; and when
he had ruled for seven rings he went a hunting, as he
oft had done afore, to the vale of Cora in Ardlain;
and a stone flung from the sling of Solar of the Gaal
at a wolf, struck the head of Oilliol, and he fell into
the arms of death on the instant.
~ And where he fell there hath his heap been raised.

~

NOTES TO CHAPTER XIV.

. (@) This was a calumny of the priests of Gaelen : the conduct of
Sobairce and Ciermna, and every part of the conduct of the race of
Er, are proof that they had no intention to exercise any anthority
over any part of Eri, save Ullad; for surely the policy of cultivating
the friendship of the Danan and Firgneat, for the purpose of pre-
serving peace, which we have seen the chiefs of Mumain and of
‘Gaclen ever ready to disturb, could not give a colour to this charge
of the priests : the fact is, the priests detested the Olam, who de-
spised the priests and regarded not what they said—¢ theirs were
vain words, words of the priests.”

(b) The part of the country here spoken of were the mountains
between the present Bantry Bay and the river Kenmare, wherein
s found, at this day, abundance of ore of divers kinds.

CHAP. XV.

The reign of Ros the son of Eolus, a space of seven
rings, from 761 to 754.

ROS the son of Eolus was chosen to reign in Ullad
' And when two rings were complete, Dub died,
and T'rien was chosen Ard Olam.
And when three rings were run, Eunda, chief in
Mumain, died, and Fearard his son was chosen.
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And when five rings were numbered, Maine died,
and Roiteasac his brother was chosen chief in Gaelen.

And when Ros had ruled for the circuits of seven
rings, he sickened and died.

The bards and minstrels bewailed Ros.

CHAP. XVI

The reign of Ardfear the son of Eolus, a space of
eighteen rings, from 754 to 736.

ARDFEAR, the youngest of the sons of FEolus,
was chosen chief in Ullad.

He abideth in Dun Sobairce, mclmmg his ear to
the bards, and the music of the harps; all of Ullad
save Dun Sobairce, he leaveth unto Cier of the race;
and Cier assembleth the hunters.

Thus passed the days of Ardfear, for thirteen
rings that Cier lived, then did he die; and from that
day Ardfear lifted not up his head for the five rings
that he endured : then did he cease, having sat on
the seat of the chief for the course of eighteen rings,

CHAP. XVII.

The reign of Seadna, a space of ten rings, from 736
to 726.

SEADNA the son of Ardfear was chosen in the

place of his father ; and when he had ruled . for one

ring T'rein died, and Murdac was chosen Ard Olam.
VOL. II. F
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And ere one other ring was completed, Roiteasac
died, and Don his first-born was chosen to rule in
‘Gaelen.

And when Seadna had ruled for three rings, mes-
sengers were sent through Ullad, saying,

 L.et the chiefs, and one of three of the Olam, as
seem good unto them, and all the heads of the
people, and of the Gaal as may be, meet Seadna on
the mount of Ullad, what time Baal shall have run
his course through his house Sgith.”

And when the time came, a great congregation
was together, and Seadna rose in the midst, and
said,

¢ Seadna’s desire hath been to see the'men of Ullad
about him, that he may know them, and that they
may know one the other; moreover, that the words
‘of Eolus may be repeated in the ears of the children
of the land, and that they may hear the words of the
Chronicles of their race, that the deeds of times of
old may be kept alive in the memories of all. What
if Murdac read them ?”

And'1 Murdac did stand nigh unto the seat of the
‘chief, and 1 did read the writings from the beginning
unto the end, and joy ran through the assembly, for
the writings had not ofttimes been read since the days
of Eolus.

And Seadna had the boards spread, and the con-
gregation remained to‘rether for three days, in joy and
gladuess.

And Seadna cherisheth the Olam, entering into
‘the booths, hearing and giving lessous of wisdom ; he

-delighteth ‘in' music and the soug, 'and the tale of
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other times. Seaana doth excel in the chase, and
the management of the horse.

Now when Seadna had raled for the circuit of ten
rings, he did leave Dun Sobairce, with intent to go
unto Loc Cuan, on the waters of Foist, and of the
deep; and Fiaca his son, and Eocaid the son of Doil,
chief of Maginis, were with the chief; and they did
move forth of the waters of Fpist, and as they turned
towards the strength of Baal, the sea began to heave,
from the strong breathmo' of the winds, pll a storm
arose, and the ship was ﬁlled with water; and Seadna
was covered over therein, and all that were within
the ship, save Fiaca, and Garth the son of Doil, and
Lortan one of the shipmen, they escaped to the
land.

Thus perished Seadna the son of Ardfear, havmg
ruled for the course of ten rings.

CHAP. XV]IL

The reign of Seadna the son of Ruidruide the son
of Eolus a space of fomteen rings, ﬁom 726 to
712.

Now the chiefs were called together to say whq
should rule in Ullad, and Seadna the son of Ruid-
ruide the son of Eolus was chosen: Fiaca the first-
born of Seadra would not suffer himself to be placed
on the seat of his father.
Seadna ruleth the land jn truth and justice.
. And when Seadna had ruled for two rings Feararg
F 2
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died, and Ceas his son was chosen in Mumain ; he
ruled that land for six rings then he ceased, and
Marcad the brother of Fearard was chosen.

And when Seadna ruled during fourteen rings then
he did die.

CHAP. XIX.

The reign of Fiaca the son of Seadna the son of
Ardfear, « space of nine rings from 712 to 703.

Now Seadnra was no more, and all the chiefs were
togetker on the mount to say who was to rule, and
all called out as with one voice, *“ Let Fiaca the son
of Seadna the son of Ardfear take the seat of lns
father.”

And Fiaca did beseech the chiefs to permit him to
abide in the tent of his dwelling, that his mind was
not fit to rule; bat chiefs and Gaal continued to raise
their voices, saying, * Let none hut Fiaca rule the
land ;" and he listened unto them.

Aud Fiaca abideth within Dun Sobairce lamenting
his father, and oft doth he say unto me, “]VImdac,
my spirit grieveth that I did suffer myself to be
placed on the seat of ny father : 1 strive to the ut-
most to justify the love of the people towards me,
but I do feel that I fail therein.”

And Eocaid his brother sitteth for Fiaca on the
mount, and in the hall within Dun Sobairce for the
chief.

Aund Eocaid doth call together the chiefs, and the
Olam,; and the heads of the people to the niounts of
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the congregation, ring after ring ; and the words of
Eolus and of the CthDlCleb are told in the ears of the
children of the land.

And the boards are epread and the voice of the
harp, and the tales of other titnes are heard, but not
by the ear of Fiaca; alas! the eye of Fiaca is still
bent in fancy on the form of his father, lying on the
earth beneath the waters of the sea, his days and
nights are passed in solitude. - »

And what time Fiaca did rule three rings, Mar-
cad died, and Noid his son. was chosen to rule in
Mumain.

. Fiaca mourneth continually, yet doth he charge
Eocaid his brother, and Eocaid his son, to nourish
the fire of the spirit of the youth of Ullad.

And now having ruled for nine rings complete, and
Eocaid his son being of the age, Fiaca did call him
to him, and also Neartan the son of Beirt, Murcad
being on the bed of sickness; and Fiaca did pour
into the ear of ' Eocaid lessons of wisdom uever ex-
ceeded by any of the wise men of the race.

And he did send Eocuid his son, and Neartan
the Olam, under whose eye Focaid hath been
brought up, to Druimerit, with words unto the
Olam within the booth there, and not to return for
full seven days.

Aund Fiaca did shut himself up within his cham-
ber, and he took not of the food with which he was
served, and he pined away into the arms of death.

And when it was noised abroad that Fiaca was
no more, the children of the land flocked together
to Dun Sobairce.

And messengers were sent to Druimcrit to tell
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nnto Eoéaid of Wwhat had happed ; and he did return
in haste.

And when the days were fulfilled, the weight of
Fiuca was borne to the laiid of Ardtain, and tliere
was it laid, wrapped in the mantle of his father, a8
Fiaca did bid, and there is his heap raised, looking
over the deep, according to the Wwords of the chief.

And I Murdac did raise the death-song; and it
was chaunted by the bards and inatrons, and dam-
sels, to the sound of the voices of a thousand harps.

And the mournful tale of Seadne was told by the
bards ; and the melancholy of Fiaca for the loss 6f
‘his fathéer, are they not amongst the writings of the
bards in Dun Sobairce? (a)

The childten of the tand knew not Fidea, but I
DMuidac did know him to the iiimost ; therefore do I
bewail him; excelléd he wds mot, ho 16t by any
‘of the race.

NOTES TO CHAVTER XIX.

(a) Let me remark here, once for all, that the ertmg‘s of the Olam
were of an enllrely different kind from those of the bards. Every
work cafled a « History of Ireland” that his ever’ yet been offeréd
to 'the world, has been ‘put together from the materials furnishéd
by the bards, of which the works themselves give ample proof,
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PART THE THIRD.

CHAP. L

Tie reign of Eocaid, Olam Fodla Ardri, a space of
two score rings, from 703 to 663.

Now all the chiefs were gathered together on the
mount of Ullad, and Eocaid the son of Fiaca the
son of Seadna, was chosen.

All eyes delight to look upon him, all ears are
charmed with the sound of his voice.

What though he was brought up amongst the
Olam, and heard with attentive ears the lessons of
wisdom in the words of truth. Yet did he take
pleasure jn the chase, and whilst he stored his mind
with the treasure of knowledge, he did make stronir
his frame by exercise, and thereby laid up a qather—
ing of health for times to come.

In years a youth, in wisdom aged is he:

At this time died Murdac, 'm(l Neartan the son
of Beirt was chosen Ard Olam of Ullad. s

Now Eocaid took deeply ta his heart the dealing
of Marcac towards Fiaca his father; for Marcac
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had said (as told to Eocaid) in the hearing of man
of the chiefs of Mumain and of Gaelen.

“ Fiaca was the cause of Seadna’s death with
evil mind ;” and the words of Marcac did Noid re-
peat, and many more words of his own did he add
thereto.

Now Eocaid being chosen chief in Ullad, he did
send letters unto Noid, saying,

“ The words said to be spoken by Marcac thy
father, and by thee now, concerning Fiaca my father,
wound my spirit.

¢ The words of Marcac had passed, and had been
forgotten, did not the lips of Noid now recal them.

* Saidst thou them not? so answer—so shall my
wounds be healed. Saidst thou them ? Declare also
the cause of thy knowledge, or confess thou hast
none, and we may live in peace; or answer not, or
say Noid hath said, Let Noid and Eocaid think
on evenlastmw sleep-—Eocatd and Noid may not
live.

And Noid sent letters unto Eocaid by the mes-
senger of Noid, and these are the words thereof:

v Shall Mumain speak humbly unto Ullad, and
sue for pardon of his words? What Noid hath said,
that hath he said; and he will speak the words

_again in the hearing of Mumain; yea, in tbe hearing
of Eocaid, even in Ullad i

And when Eocaid did read the words, he said
unto the messenger,

“ Say unto Noid,

“ The chief of Ullad will hear the words of Noid

_in the land of Noid.”
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" Are not the words on the Chronicles of Ullad in
Dun Sobairce ? :

And Eocaid called together the assembly, and he
bad untec me Newrtan,

« Let the words of Marcac aforetime, and now of
Noid, and the words of Eocaid unto Noid, be re-
peated alond.”—And it was so.

And the chiefs and the G'aal raised up their hands,
and swore to take vengeance of Noid for his words,
—so great a host went not forth of Ullad since the
Gaal first breathed in Eri.

We were all of one mind, was not I myself, even
I Neartan with the host ?’

And the warriors moved towards the south, and
when we ‘came to the waters of Buzdaman we
washed ourselves therein.

Aud we passed throngh Gaelen ; the men of that
land were amazed, they thought not of our coming.

Aud we passed over the waters of Sior, and we
raised onr tents on the narrow plain, that runneth
its length between the hills of S'oir and Siar.

And Eocaid did send a messenger unto the tents
‘of Noid, saying,

¢« Eocaid standeth on the land of Mumain, to hear
the words of Noid, in the presence of the host of
Cllad.””’

And Noid answered,

“ Eocaid dealeth deceitfully; could not the words
of Noid be more distinctly heard in the calm of
peace, than in the storm of preparation for the
battle? The warriors of ]lIumam are scattered
through the land.”
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Now Baal had entered into the second chamber
of his house Meas.

And Eocaid answered,

“ Let Baal take his course through Meas, and
through as many chambers of his house Cruining, as
will suffice for the gathering together of the men of
Mumain ; then will Eocaid hear the words of Noid.”

And Eocaid returned to this side of Sior, and
there did he raise up his tent in the midst of the
warriors of Ullad; for he said, “ We will pass
through the waters of the land, even in the presence
of Noid and the host of Mumain.”

And Noid sent through Mumain to assemble the
host.

And when Baal had entered the last chamber of
his house Cruining, we beheld the warriors of Mu-
main pouring from the tops of the mountains into the
plain.

And on the next day Noid sent defiance unto
FEocaid : he thought to have kept.the men of Ullad
from passing over the waters of Sior.

For it had not been told unto him, that Eogaid
had stones, great and small, thrown into the shoals
of the river, for the men of war to pass over.

Aund when the men of Mumain saw the men of
Ullad go through the waters where it was not
thought upon, they moved 'backward their faces
towards us, till they reached the tents of Noid, nigh
unto Zuamleicmor, beneath which lieth dirt the
son of Conmaol, there thrown from the back of the

horse, there fallen to rise no more.
Now it was mid-day when the warriors stood be-
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fore each other ; and they did fight till Baal denied
his light.

And as Eocaid lay in his tent after the battle, in
the midst of the warriors, and one third kept watch,
word was broughtunto him that Noid had been killed.

And Focaid raised himself on the bed whereon
he lay, and he said,

“ As the spirit of Noid is quenched, so let the,
fire of the wrath of Focaid be extinguished for ever.”

And on the morrow Locaid sent to the chiefs ox
Mumain, saying,

“ Sheathed be the sword, let peace abide. Noid was
chief of the race of Lber, let the people chaunt the
death-song ; none but a chiefshall raise the war-song
of the chief.

And the Cruimtear laid the weight of Noid in
the chamber of ever-during sleep, in the house of
death ; and the bards, and the matrons, and the
damsels chanted the death-song; and when the
harps poured forth their mournfiil voice, the men or
Ullad seemed as though every sense had sat within
their ear, and feasted there, so ravishing the sounds
of Mumain’s harps.(a) ;

And Eocaid raised the war-song: and he told o1
Marcac and of Cier, sons of the hero, their hearts

-‘knitted together in love——of Cier, overwhelined by
‘the waves of the sea, and of the youth Er, in the
‘hand of Marcac, as he moved before the host to
make a circuit of the land, the strides of the warrior
shortened e’en to the pacing of the lad.

And the warriors were touched feelingly.

But when he spoke of Marcac the father of Noid,
and of Noid self, now low, the sons of Marcae, Her
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first-born of the hero, blasting the glory of Fiaca the
son of Er with the deadly poison of false tongues,
the warriors wept, and Eocaid wept, and cried.

And FEocaid tarried in the land of Mumain for
nine days, and the chiefs of that land were with
him; and Ceas the brother of Noid came.unto Eo-
caid, and they gave the hand of friendship one to the
other. i Ry & :

And we heard the minstrels of Mumain, and Eo-
caid was charmed with the music of their harp.

Aund we did hear the bards relate the tales of
other times; one would almost fancy they believed
what they did tell, so aptly are the words suited to
the tale.

We were in amazement; and Eocaid said unto
me, * Neartan, ‘twere good the men of Ullud tar-
ried here not long ; the levity of Mumain is captiva-
‘ting, and levity is hurtful to the man of toil.” And
"Eocaid did give unto Ceas two beautiful horses, and
two dogs, for the horses and the dogs of Ullad do
excel the horses and the dogs of Gaelen and of
Mumain. :

And we passed over the Soir, and we did keep
the waters thereof on our right, till we did see the
waters of Biora; and we did turn our faces to the
fingers of Buaal, till we came to the tents of Maol,
chief of Ros; and there Don, chief of Gaelen, did
tarry, waiting the coming.of Eocaid, for Eocaid had
sent a messenger unto himn, to meet him there.

And Eocaid bad,  Let the warriors move slowly
towards Ullad ;> and Eocaid staid two days after.

And as FEocaid moved towards Ullad, the princes
" of Er, Ros, and Ardfear, and three chiefs of Ullad,
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Aod chief of Maginis, Naolt chief of Ardtain, and
Conn chief of Targael, and 1 Neartan, and a goodly
company of horsemen, we: did view the mount of
Gaelen.

And on the third day we did raise up our tents
on Eaden Siar ; and Eocaid did abide there for three
days, then we did move towards Dun Sobairce.

And when the days of one moon had passed,
Eocaid did send a messenger unto me, saying,

“ Let Neartan stand in Dun Sobairce.”

And 1 did stand in the presence of the chief, and
he did disclose unto' me the thoughts of his wmind;
and Ire"did call unto him Aod, chief of Maginis;
and Aod, and T Neurtar did abide within Dun
Sobairce continunally, our ears intent on the wonder-
ous wisdom of Eocaid, far exceeding the counsel
he sought of us.

Al his words were of Eri, the glory of the chxefs
the happiness of the Gaal.

And when Baal had entered the threshold of his
house, 7%onnscnad, Eocaid did send Aod chief of
Maginis, and Naolt chief of Ardtain, with letters
unto Ceas, who had been chosen to sit in the place
of Noid his brother in' Mumain, and unto Doz chief
in Gaelen, saying unto' Ceas: “ Eooaid will move
towards the tents of ‘Maol chief of Ros, in Gae-

len, with words for the ear of Ceas, the son of
Marecac.”

And unto Don :

“If. Don the son of Roitheasac will come to the
tents of Maol chief of Ros, Eocaid, king in Ullad,
will be there with words for the ear of Don.”
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And Eocaid bad the chiefs, Aod and Naolt, to
await his coming to the tents of Maol.

And FEocaid did take his departure from Dun
Sobairce; 1 Neartan in company of the king: and
we did tarry four days on Eaden Stiar ; and Eocaid
did speak with the Gaal from Leir even unto the
streawn of Magnailbe, till lost in the waters of Bu-
dduman. '

And we did move towards the tents of Maol, and
there did Ceas and Don tarry, waiting the coming of
Eocaid.

And there also were Aod and Naolt.

And on the day after the day on which we were to-
gether, Eocaird did speak unto Ceas and unto Don,
-of 'his desire that the chiefs of Zper should know each
other ; and that laws should be set down connect-
edly for the nations of the G'aal in Er, and that all
the rules now in confusion should be placed in order
for the eye of man for the times to come.

¢« What if ithe sons of -dber and of Lolar, and the
chiefs of Mumain and of Gaelen, should ineet the
sons of Er and the chiefs of Ullad?”

And he did add moreover:

¢« As1did go from hence towards the land of Ullad,
-and now did hither come from thence, I did stand
-upon a bill, Eaden Siar it is called ; and as I cast
:my eyes from thence onevery side, I did think, and
I did say unto Neartan: 3

¢ O that the children of the race and all the chiefs
-of the Gaal of Sciot in Eri would gather themselves
together to this mount, not made by hands of man;
and there svould utter:their preconceived :thoughts
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for the glory of the chiefs and the happiness of the
Gaal.

“ If Don and Ceas would speak.”

And they did consent thereunto.

And Eocaid said, “ ‘Whatif Ceas and the princes
of the race of Zber, and all the chiefs of Mumain,
and Don, and the princes of the race of Zolar, and
'all the chiefs of Gaelen, would raise their tents amn:
Faden Siar, what time Buaal shall enter into his
house Cruining, there will they meet Eocaid, and
the princes of the race of Er, and the ‘chiefs of
- Ullad

And it was so.

Andthe chiefs gave the hand «of friendship and of
surety to each other ; and they took their departure
at the same time from the tents of Maol; and Eo-
_ “caid, and those with him, returned to Dun Sobairce.

NOTES TO CHAPTER I.

(@) 'Tt is.a singular fact, that the description of the three king-
doms of Eri ri, found interpersed through these Chronicles, are just as
at this day.

For all the proper names, you are referred to the Map arid Glos
‘sary.

CHAP. IL

Now messengers were sent out througn Ullad with
letters, saying,

“ Let the tents of thesons of £, and of all the chiefs
of Ullad, stand nigh unto Dun Sobairce, what time
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Buaal shall touch the threshold of his house Meas,

the mantle clasped, the sword sheathed in the left
hand.” ‘

And it was so.

And Eocaid called all the sons of Er, and all the
chiefs of Ullad to him in Dun Sobairce, and me
Neartan did he call unto him also. And he did
speak unto them of the words passed at the tents
of Maol, and they were pleasing to the ears of the
assembly.

And in nine days Eocaid, and all the race of Er
of the age, and all the chiefs of Ullad, and [ Near-
tan the son of Beirt,-did take our departure from
Dun Sobairce, and in twelve days we were on Eader.
Star. :

And on the third day Ceas, chief of Mumain, and
all of the race of Iber, and all the chiefs of Mumain,
and Ith the son of Lugad, chief of Ib Lugad.

And Don, chief of Gaelen, and all the race of
ITolar, and all the chiefs of Gaelen (save Murcad,
chief of Ard Cloc, he lay on his bed sick), were on
Eaden Siar.

And on the four days, FEocaid, and Ceas, and
Don, did look over the land on every side.

And what time Baal was within his house Cruin-
ing,

BAH the assembly were together on the summit of
the hill.

And Eocaid stood up in the midst, and he did
say—

« Kings of Mumain and Gaelen, princes of the
race, chiefs of the nations of the Gaal in Eri:

«“ According to the words of Eocaid, by the hands
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of the messengers are we together. Now hearken,
that ye may understand the cause of the desire or
his mind, that we should he met even lere.

“ When Cealgac did deal deceitfully, did not
Calma and Ronard take their departure from Iber
of our fathers, that no strife should be?

“ When the children of Feine thought to throw
chains of slavery over them, did not our fathers
escape from them? for they were of one mind.

“ Did not Cogarrad, though of the race, lead his
followers over Bearna, that no seeds of hatred should
be scattered over the land of Gaelag?

“ For the circuit of four hundred and fourscore
and four rings that our fathers sojourned in that land,
did the nations of Eisfeine and the chiefs of dovimag
prevail against the children of Iber, their force as the
force of one man?

“ When Sruamac spread the waves of devastation’
over Gacelag, what power could stop them? Golam
the victorious, and all the host availed nought.

“ Could they stand up against pestilence, and
drought, and famine? Did they fall, no fault was
theirs ; these are of necessity. Those who survived
the havoc, were they not of one mind, preferring
every danger, yea, death itself, to the risk of the loss
of their darling liberty.

“ And, therefore, did they preserve the treasure;
«nd hither did bear it through all the perils of the
raging seas. And even here, did not the host made
few and thin by Srumac, sorely reduced from one
cause and another, plant and take root by help of
such a hand as even Cegail the Firgneal could lend,

VOL. II. G
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in despite of the rade blasts of the bold and angry
Danan?

“ What though the Gaal were as one for all the
rings 'counted from the days of Ardfear éven unto
Golam, two rings only had been complete in Er¢ till
strife arose: the sun blushed, the moon grew pale,
the stars did wivk in shame, affright, and sorrow,
for the foul deeds of Eri's sons.

¢ Instances Eocaid must not rest upon; let the
bare mention now suffice to prevent the like for tinies
to come. ‘

“ The sons of Golam know not each the other:
the nations” of Eri have become as strangers, the
chiefs of the Gaal as foes; their voices sounding in
discord one to the other.

% On these things hath Eocaid deeply thought,
and on the means for staying them.

"¢ Therefore, what if the kings of the nations in
Eri, and all of the race of the hero, and all the
chiefs of the Gaal of Sciot of Iber, should meet,
and that they would chuse one from amongst them
to sit e’en one step higher than his fellows, and all
should consent to laws to be set down for the eye,
and the direction of the whole to be holden talk
upon?

¢ And as this hill doth stand so aptly for the end,
inviting us by his kindly aspect to so fair a work of
love and harmony,

'+ What if the Gaal, from the hill of Leir to the
fountain of Magnailbe’s streams, and as they move
till mingled with the waters of the Buidaman, and
as the Buidaman doth glide to where one, stand-
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ing on the head of Leir, can see the nighest land
thereto—

“ What if the Gaal thereon were entreated to
move to Mumain, to Ggelen, and to Ullad, and to
dwell thereon according to portions dealt out with
no sparing hand : thanks for their accord.

<« And all the land now spoken of rest with the
chief of Eri, reward for his care, yielded to his some-
what, thoutrh so little, height above his brethren of
the race.”

And Eocaid added moreover :

“ If Ceas and Don would speak.”

And Ceas stood up and said, “ The words of Fo-
caid are pleasing in the ear of Ceas.”

And Don did stand up, and he did say, “ The
words of Foacaid are good.”

“And FEocaid said, “ What think the race and the
chiefs of the Gaal ? If they would tell their thoughts ;

And all said, “ It is well,” ,

And the boards were spread and there was feast-

¢,-and mirth, and great joy, that the chlefs in En
were drawn towards each other.

And the day before the chiefs did separate,
Ceas and Don did entreat FEocaid to perfect the
work he had begun, and that three of the chiefs of
Mumain, and three of the chiefs of Gaelen, wanld
abide with him on. Eaden Siar, to look into the con-
ditions of the Gaal to be removed from round about
Eaden Siar, that their portions may be assigned to
them through the pations of Erz.

‘And it was so. :

And Eocaid, and three chlefs of Mumain, and
three chiefs of Ullad, and three chiefs of Gaelen,

G 2



84 CHRONICLES

did abide on the hill, and all save those did move
towards the tents of their dwellings.

* And Eocaid did toil without ceasing, and he bad
that words should be spoken to the Gaal— Repose
‘within your homes,  till it shall be convenient that
ye remove; yea, think not of taking your departure
till in gathering pass in the ring that is to come.”
© Aud the words did vladdeu the hearts of the
‘Gaal.

And Eocaid did not move towards Dun Sobairce,
till Baal had entered into his house Blat.

And joy ran through Ullad, for that Eocaid did
abide thereon.

And he did call chiefs and Olam, and heads of the
people about him ; and: he did make i inquiry from
them, of all thmvs ﬁttmg for him to know. N5

And when Baal had entered into his house Sgith,
messengers went forth through Ullad, with words,
saying, “ Let the princes of the race, and the chiefs
of the Gaal, meet Eocaid on the mount of Ullad,
what time Baal shall enter into his house Meas.”

And when the time came, and the assembly were
together on the mount,

Eocaid rose from his seat :

And he did repeat unto all the account of what
had been done ; and he added moreover—

“ It is the desire of my mind to make known
laws for Ullad, shdped Yut that Er:i should take
place of Ullad, as is fitting to be done; therefore
doth he defer the mention of them. -

¢ This is not a -business of haste; it would not-be
2ood that words put on the roll should be of no
effect, or’to be blotted -out therefrom. Therefore

-
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the messengers cannot go forth through the nations:
of the Gaal in' Eri, till this ring shall be completed
at the soonest.

‘“ And to the end that the work now in hand should
be durable, and spoken of in times to come, our
fame borne on the lips of all that shall utter them,
what if the chiefs, and Qlam, and heads of the peo-
ple in Ullad, did think upon those things that would
insure the harmony of the nations of Er: z, and the
happiness of the Gaal?” '
. And Eocaid said, “The day is now spent; this
night let the tales of other times be heard from the
lips of the bards, and sweet music from the harps
of the minstrels. ' ; ¥

“ And on the morrow the Olam will repeat unto
us the writings of Eolus, and the words of the chro-
nicles.” f
~ And it was so.

And the assembly took their departure to the
tents of their abidings.

And Eocaid ceaseth not from toil : he goeth forth
alone: he heareth the words of men and gaineth
knowledge of all sorts of things : he doth commune
with me Neartan; he enricheth my mind from the
store of his amazing wisdom.

Now Baal had entered his house Blat, and mes-
sengers went forth through Er:, saying,

“ Let the kings of the nations of Eri, and the
princes and the chiefs of the Gaal, be together on
the hill of Eaden Siar, what time Baal shall enten
the threshold of his house Iarsgith.”

And Eocazd and the race, and the chiefs of Ullad,
and three of the Olam, one from-each of the schools,
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and I Neaitan did move towards the south, what
time Baal had passed through three chambers of
the blessed fire.

And Eocaid did see the Gaal who were to re-
move ; and they did all desire to raise up their tents
on the lands of Ullad; but Eocaid restrained them.
And when I Neartan did inquire the cause therefore,
lie did answer unto me,

“The priests of Gaelen, and the bards of ]l/fumazn,
may raise jealousy in the minds of Don and Ceas,
that would burn up the knitting fruit, but now put
forth from the blossom of the hope of Eocaid.”

And I did hold my peace:

And now the chiefs of Eri and the chiefs of the

Gaal were gathered together on Eaden Siar.
- And the boards were spread, and there was feast-
ing and sports for three days: and on the fourth
day, when all stood together on the summit of the
hill, Eocaid rose up, and he did say : :

“ Words were spoken heretofore by me, and they
were pleasing in the ears of Ceas and Don, and of
the princes, and of all the chiefs of the Gaal of Eri,
~ for so they did declare. .

“ What if one of the race did sit even one step
higher than his fellows to watch over Eri?

“ Doth the same mind abide even now ?”

And all said, “ Yea.”

And as Eocaid was about to speak,

Ceas stood 1p, and said,

“ What if Eocaid the son of Fiaca the son of Se-
adna, of the racé of Ly, son of the hero, do sit on
the seat of the chief of Er: ?”

Aud all said, “ Yea.”
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And Eocaid said, “ The desire of the mind of
Eocaid is to justify the judgment of his brethren
concerning him: what his thoughts are may not
now be disclosed ; better be late, yea, not be, than
ready to evil. '

“ The Gaal abide yet on the portion of the chief;
what if forms and substances were delayed to be
established, till ‘FEocaid shall be prepared to lay
before the assembly of Er: the things that are to
stand or fall to nought according to their words.”

And he added moreover,

“ What time Baal shall enter his house Jarsgith
in the ring that is next to be completed, messengers
shall.go forth through the nations of Ers, who shall
bear the tidings of our gathering ourselves together,
even here; and in the time between, let all think of
what is best to be done.”

And it was so.

And the assembly did remain together for nine
days, in exceeding mirth and gladness.

Aund Eocaid did not move towards Ullad, he
abided in his tent on Eaden Siar.

Note.—The words of the chronicles are so clear, they stand not in
need of explanation. <37

CHAP. IIL
The Tale of Liafail. (a)
Now it happed upon a day as Eocaid did commune
with Neartan,

_ That Ionar, Ard Cruimtear of Gaelen, did come
unto the tent of Eocaid, and he did say,
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“ As I did rise, three mornings now are passed,
from the arms of the image of death, and had puri-
fied my head, my feet, my hands and my heart in
the presence of Baal,

“ And forth had walked to refresh my spirit ; lo,
three young men drew nigh unto me, and one said,

«“ If I see Ard Cruimtear, 'twere good he knew we
have tidings for the ear of the chief of Eri, fit to be
told and heard

“ And 1 did return unto A4s#i, nigh unte the mount
of Gaelen, with the young men, and 1 did inquire of
them, what manner of thing it was the chief should
know.

« And Saor, one of the youths, did stand up be-
fore me, and he did tell,

“ We be of the Gaal, of Sciot of Iber, and have
hither come with words for the ear of the chief,; a
son of Cier, as we hear, whose heap is raised on the -
rocks of the terrible sea, behind the utmeost limits
of our land; and hither have we come to tell.

“ Our fathers of old time did leave the land of
Iber with Cathac one of the race, and his mind was
to be chief. And when the chiefs of Iber would not
have it so, Cathac did call unto him a company of
young men, and they did provide a ship upon the
gathering together of all the waters behind the land.

« And before the day that he who was to be cho-
sen king was named, Cathac and the young men
were together.

“ Now long and long before this time, one whose
name we never heard was to be called chief; and the
night before the day he was to come forth into the
presence of the Gaal,
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“ A mighty stone, white as snow, round as the
head of man, smooth as the arrow for.the warrior’s
bow, was borne in a chest drawn by many beasts,
the priests surrounding the way they moved.

“ And the priests said, how Baal had sent the

blessed stone even from the bosom of the mountains
that rear their mighty heads above the plains, thus
tormed by his own hand, white and round, and
smooth, to show unto the chief, e’en what he ought
to be. {
“ And mlghty Baal forth dld send his terrible
voice, saying, Let all the race for evermore receive
the name of chief on Liafail, (for so they called the:
stone) from the mouth of the hlfrh-puest the servant
of Baal on earth.

“ And thus were four chiefs named. ‘

“ Now before the day the chief who crossed the
way Cathac desired to move was to come forth and
take his seat on Liafail, lo, Cathac and the young’
men did bear away the blessed stone to the ship
that floated on the waters behind the land of Iber,.
and thereon they had much store;

“ For being but few to journey on the land, they
would move on the face of the waters in search of
their brethren, led by two of the race, to the extre-
mity of the world of land to the sun’s going, as they
had heard. —

“ And they were driven from their course. -

¢ These words have we heard ; it is but a tale of
other times long passed, told from mouth to ear; it
1s but breath : wlmt hath been said fit for the chief
to liear remains.

*“ We are of Zon, companion of Cathac, our fa-
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thers told, the vessel was borne to this land, and
here was broken, but all the men came safe with
Liafail; and Firgneat did lead our fathers to their
caves, and when they came to understand the words’
concerning Liafail,
¢ Chiefs of Iber, Gaul of Sciot, look on this stone,
So smooth, so fair, so round, and so compact.
Be thus; buwrd well this blessed gift,

And in what land this messenger shall stay
A chief of Iber shall still bear the sway,”

« Firgneat would not suffer him to abide with us;
and when the Danan came to hear the words, they
did bear away our Liafail from them. .

« And Liafail is now in Oldanmact, and called
Stanclidden : the Danan cast their lots beneath him,
as we hear. :

 Thither send, O king! and have the name of
chief on Liafail from the priest’s mouth ; so will the,
land remain to a son of Iber and the Gaal of Sciot
for evermore.”

And Eocaid said, let me see the youths.

And Sdor repeated his tale; and Eocaid inquired
of the young men if they did ever hear, what time
these things did hap? But they had no note, only
that the Danan then were not upon this land.

"And the youths did speak most part in the tongue
of the Gaal of Sciot, though not throughout.

And they do dwell on the hills and in the vales
that touch the waves of the world of waters, and of
the sea of Iber unto the waters that do spread them-
selves upon the land, as thou goest towards the fin-
gers of Baal.
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And Eocaid did send Saor, and a company of
gallant youths, to Meirt chief of Oldanmact, with
a present of four horses, and a piece of fine cloth,
and a request to give Stanclidden unto Saor ; Stan-
clidden which is Liafail.

And Meirt did commune with those about him,
and they were of a mind to consent unto the desire
of the son of Er,

And Eocaid had sent a car for Liafail, and he
was placed thereon, and Saor and the young men
returned with him unto Focaid.

And when the day came for seating Eocaid, and
all the assembly were on the mount, and a mighty
congregation of the children of the land were round.
about, what time Baal had touched ITarsgith,

And the heralds proclaimed aloud,

« Let Focaid the son of Fiaca the son of Seadna
the son of Ardfear the son of Eolus, of the race of
Er, son of the hero, sit Erimionn.”

‘When the air had ceased to tremble for the shouts
of joy;

Eocaid said, ¢ Let Saor of the Gaal of Sciot of
Iber be called.”

And he was raised upon the shields of the tallest
of the warriors, and Saor did repeat the tale of Lia-
fail, and- when he had made end,

Eocaid did speak unto the heralds; and they did
say aloud,

“ The desire of Eocaid is towards Liafail”

Thus spake the heralds ; but the Cruimtear and
the Carneac held their peace; they remembered of
Luban and Cromcruad, as the days of Tighernmas.

But when it did seemn good in the eyes of the
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people, and all the chiefs were consenting unto 1t
Zonar stood up, and he did say,

“Is it the will of the congregation that Erimionn
receive the asion and mantle on Liafail ?”

And all shouted, « Yea.”

And Eocaid was seated on Liafail, and the Ard
Cruimtear of Gaelen placed the asion on the head,
and the mantle laid he on the shoulders of Eocaid.

And the Ard Criumtear and all the priests turned
their eyes towards Baal, and bowed the head,

And all the assembly turned their faces toward
Eocaid, and clapped their hands and shouted.

And when silence abided, Erimionn did speak
again unto the heralds,

And they did say aloud,

 From this .day forth, for evermore, what if this
mount be called, '

“ The hill of TosrAD " (b)

And all said, « Yea.” ,

" And the tale of Liafail, and all the acts of the
day whereon Eocaid was proclaimed Erimionn, are
taken down as Eocaid did bid unto me Neartan
the son of Beirt, Ard Olam of Ullad, to remain with
the words of the chronicles for ever.

- And there was feasting and sports for one whole
moon, and the song and music, and the dance, and.
tales of other times.

And at the end of one moon, even the moon Iar-
sgith, when all the assembly of Eri were together
on the mount,

Erimionn rose, and said,

- The full mind of Eocaid is not formed even
yet; in the ring that is to be completed after that

Te



OF ERI. 93

which now is, he will be prepared with words for
the ears of the chiefs, and Gaal of Eri, if the chiefs
of the race and of the Gaal will suffer him to take
his course.”

And all said, “Yea.”

And Erimionn said, ¢ Neartan, Ard Olam of Ul-
lad hath a feast for the ears of the assembly.”

And T did stand up, and I did read the writings
of Eolus and of Eleerial, and the words of the
chronicles of Gaelag and of Eri, to the day on
which I spoke. »

And what time Baal entered into the second
chamber of his house Cruining, the assembly re-
turned to the tents of their dwellings.

7 And Erimionn gave a charge unto Ros, a chief of
the race, to have an eye of care for Ullad.

* And- Eocaid dwelleth on Tobrad; he went not
unto " Dun Sobairce.

And he had timber hewed down and he had an
house durable builded up on the summit of the hill
of Tobrad, and chambers added he thereto of tim-
Dber’ framed together; and timbers were laid upon
those fixed, and covered with rushes and branches,
and the house and the chambers were finished ere
Baal had taken his departure from his house Dei-
rionac. (c) -
¢ And Erimionn did send a messenger unto Ard-
,ﬁza: of the race of Er, to come unto him.

And when Ardfear was on Tobrad, 1 Neartan in
the presence of Eocaid and Ardfear, Eocaid did
say,’

“ Go, A;dfea: with words to Ceas and Don, and
say unto them, Focaid would that three of the
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Qlam, and nine of the heads of the people, were
chosen in each of the nations of Eri by their fellows,
that they may hear and be consenting unto the laws
to be spoken of for the children of the land, and
that they may be known ere Baal entereth arsgith.”

And Ardfear did go, and he did return with
words, ““ As Erimionn hath spoken, Ceas and Don
will do according thereunto.”

And the Ard Cruimtear of Gaelern did come unto
Erimionn, and he did remind him of the nine laws ot
Baal to the nine Cruimtear from the beginning ; and
he did raise his voice, and he did say,

“ Son of Er, touch not the laws of Baal;” and he
did speak as having authority.

And Eocaid smiled, and said, “The thoughts or
Erimionn are on Eri, so downward are they bent
thereto, fancy hath not leisure for the air. Prithee
Cruimtear, hold thy peace till counsel be required
of thee.”

And Ionar spake again, and said,

“ Will Erimionn destroy the laws of Baal?”

And Eocaid opened his mouth, wherefrom did
flow wisdom, as the stream from a pure fountain; at
length he said,

«“Is the knowledge of Ard Cruimtear no greater
than it seemeth ? Is it in the power of man to alter
the unchangeable? The laws of Baal are beyond the
reach of man, :

« When man can mount unto the air as doth the
bird :

« When he can dive unto the bottom of the deep,
and sport amidst the waters, as the fish:
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“ When he can burrow in the earth, and there

abide e’en as the worm doth;
“ When he can endure the burning flame, to dwell

therein :

“ When he can retain his food, or sustenance re-
Ject, and live : —Then can he set aside the laws of the
Almighty.”

Nay, Ard Cruimtear Eocaid can not touch 'the
laws of Baal. - But he will touch, and strike, and
down will beat pernicions laws of man, speaking
with false tongues in the name of the Most High.

And Jonar turned to speak, when Erimionn said
unto him tenderly, -

“ What availeth it to speak of things whereon no
man can decide.”

And Ionar went his way angrily.

NOTES TO CHAPTER III. .

(a) Liafail means the stone Qf‘destz'ny, on which many ¢hief kings
of Eri were crowned, till the time of Feargus, who led a colony to
present Scotland, 503 years since Clrist, at which time he requested
permission to take the stone to that Jand, to secure the establish-
ment of his race therein ; which request was complied with, and
many of the Scottisk chiefs of Caledonia were inaugurated on Liafail,
which it is generally supposed was laid hold on, and brought away
from Scone to London, where, in Westminster Abbey, a stone is
shown for Liafail, by the name of Jacob’s pillow; but that Edward
of England did not take off the real stone is evident from aview of it,
and the perusal of these chronicles ; Jacob’s pillow being in nothing
like Ligfuil, save in its being a stone.

(b) Tobrad.means election; it'is now corrupted to Tara.

(¢) This building was called Teacmor, the great house; called by
M‘Pherson Temora, to please the English ear, ;
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CHAP. 1V.

Now Baal had entered the threshold of his house
larsgith, freshly,

- 'When Eocaid sent forth messengers with letters,
saying, \

¢ Let the kings, princes, and nobles of the Gaal
in Er:, and chiefs of the Olam, and heads of the
people, meet Erimionn in the high chamber of Teac-
mor, on Tobrad, what time the fires shall be lighted
on the summits of the plains of Er:.

And now as Baal was moving into Fluicim, the
fires blazing on the summits of the land, the glory
of Eri shined on Z'obrad.

And all the heralds raised their voices aloud, and
the gates of the high chamber of 7'eacmor opened,
and Erimonn, and the kings of Mumain and Gaelen,
and the princes and nobles and the chiefs of the
Olam, and heads of the people of the nations of the
Gaal of Eri entered. '

And the throne was set in the middle of the cham-
ber, one step higher than the floor thereof.

And a table stood on the floor beneath the throne,
and the king of Mumain, of the race of Iber, took
his seat opposite to the table, on the right side of
the throne.

Aud the king of Gaelen, of the race of Iolar, took
his seat oppuosite to the table, his face towards the
throne.

And the seat of the king of Ullad of the race of
Er, opposite to the table on the left side of the
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throne was empty.. Did not the king of Ullad sit on
the throne Eramionn?

And the chief secretary of Eri sat between the
throne and the table, close thereunto :

And the chief secretary of Mumain sat between
the king of Mwmain and the table.

And the chief secretary of Gaelen sat between the
king of Gaelen and the table.

And the chief secretary of Ullad sat between the
seat of the king of Ullad and the table.

And the princes of the race of Zber, the first-born
of the hero, and the princes of Ith, sat on the right
and left of the king of Mumain.

Aud the princes of the race of Iolar, sat on the
right and left of the king of Glaelen.

And the princes of the race of Er sat on the
right and left of the seat of the king of Ullad.

And the nobles sat behind the princes of the na-
tion, to which they belonged. ;

And the Olam, and the heads of the people, sat
behind the nobles of their lands.

And on the table in the midst were the rolls of
other times closed, and the writings of Eolus and
the chronicles of the Gaal.

And rolls open to receive the words of the days
as they pass, for the eye of the children of the land
that are to come.

And as Erimionn rose from the throne, and was
about to speak, an upioar was raised about Zeac-
mor, and it was told within, that men armed stood
on Zobrad.

And Eocaid loosed the girdle, and opened the
clasp of his mantle, and he said,

VOL. II. H
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. “ When the laws of Er: are the theme, let the
sword remain in his scabbard, the bow in his case,
and Cran Tubail be hung up in the tents of the Gual.

“ Reason is the parent of Justice ; Justice is the
handmaid of the lpws; arms are instruments of the
vassions of man, -

“ Behold Erimionn beareth not the sword in the
habitation of the laws.

“ Heralds, say without—
" ¢« Let those who are armed depart every man to
his tent ; and these who stand on Zobrad abide in
peace.”

And it was so.’

And Erimionn rose again, and he said,

“ Four rings have been completed since Focaid
the son of Fiaca hath been chosen to sit on the
seat of the chief in Ullad ; since which time the kings,

‘the princes of the race, and chiefs of the Gaal, have

placed him even here, the tie and knot of the cinc-
ture that is to bind together the affections of all the
children of the land ;

“That he may do somewhat to justify their thoughts
of him, he hath laboured without ceasing to give the
laws a form, and strength moreover to protect the
children of Eri from violence and oppression.

¢« Itis known unto you, that the Cruimtear have
feigned nine laws from Baal.

: % The foundation laid in deceit, the work hath
been raised by imposture, and propped up by igno-
rance on this side, and by fear on that side thereof.

“ When I have inquired of the priests that now
be, for the ground of the fancy of some, of the artifice
of others, the answer of one and of all hath been—

* "L he many of the race are poor, they are igno-
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rant, their ways are perverse; they have the desire
of all men, to live at ease, and passions exciting them
to avarice, yea, and to the possession of power.

“ 1f they be not controlled by laws other than
the work of their fellow man, those who have riches
and dominion will hold both doubtfully. Where
ignorance prevaileth, fear alone mspneth awe and
respect. :

“ Will the kings, and princes, and nobles, surren-
der their flocks, and herds, and masterdom, to the
multitude ? '

-o#:Jsdt.not wiser and better far, that the king re-
verence the priests? so may the servants of Baal
keep the minds of the Gual in obedience to the king.

“ Then will the king enjoy in peace his large au-
thority, and the priest his'small portion of the land.

‘“ Such and such like hath been the saying of the
priests.

- “When 1 have inquired of ‘them, What if the
pains taken by the priests to make men ignorant,
and to keep their minds in.the ways of falsehood,
were bestowed by the.Olam to instruct them in the
lessons of 'wisdon, in :the words of truth?

¢ Still ‘hath cthe .answer of ‘the priests been—

* Let the Olam speak: unto the poor ; and all their
lessons of knowledge and of wisdom .will but ereate
in their minds a hunger for richeés, a thirst for. domi-
nion, ot to:be allayed vor guenched till satlsﬁed in
bOth !
- "% 8o 'saith the:Cruimtear ;" nevertheless my opi-
nion differeth from the fancy or the artifice of the
priest :

 Therefore,

- oH2:
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“ What if five of ‘the-laws of the olden time only
be retained to stand on the roll, at the head of the
laws of Eri, not deceitfully, as commands ‘from
Baal, according to the words of the priests, but
openly, laws of the land, by consent of all the chil-
dren thereof?

 Baal spake not to Astor.

« It is the voice of Reason that crieth aloud,

. “ LET NOT MAN SLAY HIS FELLOW.

¢ Baal spake not to Lamas.

« It 1s Justice that directeth,

“ LET NOT MAN TAKE OF THE BELONGINGS OF ANO-
THER PRIVATELY.

“ Baal held not converse with Soth.

¢ 1t is the spirit of Truth that saith,

“ LET NOT THE LIPS UITER WHAT THE MIND
KNOWETH TO BE FALSE. .

¢ Baal opened not his mouth to gy

“ It is the gentle voice of tender Pity that whis-
pereth,

¢ MAN, BE MERCIFUL. .

“ Baal talked not with Sear.

« It is the tongue of Wisdom that teacheth

«“ LET MAN DO EVEN AS HE WOULD BE DONE BY.

¢ What if these five laws stand laws of Eré?” -

And all said, «“ Yea.”

And Erimionn raised his voice, and said,

« When we were together aforetime, I did say unto
the assembly then—

.« The desire of the mind ‘of Eocaid is towards
peace, and the laws of peace continually :

“ True; we have laws from our fathers, the work
of the chiefs; therefore thiey restrain not, their pas-
sions, no punishment following their transgressions.
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“ Fences there are round about the Gaal on every
side ; the Gaal respect them throuwh fear, nothing
ﬁom love.

« Moreover, the words of the laws from the mouths
of our great fathers to the ears of our fathers, and so
to us, are loosed and made fast, as the justicer
pleaseth, without the consent of the Cluastig.

“ Whilst the words are guarded as thomh they
were the property of the judge, and by whom set
forth no one can render account.

“ Therefore, that the laws should be made sure
to curb violence, and to punish the doer of wrong,
be he chief, be he of the Gaal, and that the jus-
ticers also be brought within the 1ule of number and
authority ;

“ What if the number of the justicers in each of
the nations of the Gaal in E)i be twice nine jus-
ticers ; one in the land of each Tunaisteas, and oné
chief judge ‘to abide nigh unto tlie king in each of
the nations, and one other justicer moreover to sit
nigh unto this Zeacmor?” :

And all said, “ Yea.”

And Erimionn said, ‘

"« It is known unto us, that heretofore the jus-
ticers have taken on them to hear and to determine,
the Cluastig not called ;

“ What if the Justlcer be silent, till the Cluastzrr
say aloud, Yea, or Nay; and if nine C'luastw
be present, they do all say Yea, or they do all say
Nay. ;

~“ And if twice nine, or more, do stand round
about'the seat of the justicer, the thing inquired of
shall be as the greater number shall say. ¥
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*“ And the justicer opén not his lips till the hands
be counted ; then the justicer shall spread out the
roll of the laws, and he shall say aloud, in the hear-
ing of all the Cluastig, and of him complained against,
the words thereon.”

And all said, ¢ Yea.”

And Erimionn said,

“If the Cluastig say, The man did slay his fellow
with evil mind,

 What if the judge read aloud,

“ Let the slayer of man be swept alive out of
sight into the bowels of the earth, no trace of hin
remaining.”

And all said, * Yea.”

And Erimionn said,

 If one hath declared other than the truth before
the justicer and the Cluastiy, and the falsehood be
made manifest,

“ Let the false one suffer in like sort, as by his
words another had been troubled; and so in all cases
whatsoever.”

And all said, * Yea.”

And Erimionn said, ,

« If one taketh by stealth ought of another, and
the taking be proved,

“ Let the evil-doer restore two-fold, and be put
to shame in the sight of the children of the lind ;
and if the transgressor .cannot restore, the clan
make good the loss, and the evil-doer bear his own
shame.”

And all said, “Yea,” -

And Eocaid, still standing, raised his voice, and
said,
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“ What if words be set down on the roll of the
laws?

“ Let not the Gaal of Sciot of Iber go forth of
Eri to waste the lands of others: and should the
Gaal of strange nations enter the land of the children
of Iher to vex thein, let the warriors be of one mind,
and as one arm, to drive the foreigner into the sea,
or give them graves in Er¢, unless they become sub-
jected.”

And all shouted ¢ Ers,” nine times.

And Erimionn said,

“ Eri is the birth-right of all the children of the
land ; the king hath his portion, the prince, the nobles,
each hath his portion thereof ; the Olam, the priests,
the bards, and the minstrels have their portions.

“ And the Gaal by their clan have their portions
thereof.

¢ From the earth man deriveth sustenance where-
by to live. Hath any increased his store of cattle,
or of stuff, or of arms? Let his words as to these,
and these like, stand ; of his portion of the land none
can have dominion longer than he doth abide thereon,
the children of his loins, and the miother.of the chil-
dren shall dwell thereon, till partition made; then
let not the woman who bore, nor the damsels whe
are to bring forth, be forgotten ; are not all the race
born of woman? i

“ Sons of Er:, honour and respect thy father,

“ Love, honour, and respect, and tenderly cherish
all the days of thy life the mother who bdre, and
suckled, and reared thee up. Let thy hands mims-
ter unto herin all her necessities ; let thy éye never
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look upon thy mother but in thanks and gentléness.

« Sons of L7,

‘“ Let the strength of thy arms protect the weak-
ness of the d'lll"‘h[Cl‘S of the land,

“ What if Eri lay under the rules of Tainistact,
as aforetime r”

And it was so.

And Erimionn said, )

“ What if words be set down as laws of the Gaal
in Eri, according to your will now expressed "

Aud all said, “ Yea.”

Whereupon FEocaid said,

“ The chief desire of Eocaid is yet to be made
known. The children of the race since our fathers
first touched this land have been strangers one to
the other, nay worse—when, till now, have they come
together, but in strife and enmity ?

¢ When Don and Ceas, chiefs of the race of Iber
and of Jolar, did say unto me, ¢ Eocaid the son of
Er, perfect, we pray thee, the work thou hast taken
in hand ;' from that time, even unto this, have I ap-
plied my mind thereunto, and I have thought,

“ That if all the kings, and princes, and nobles,
and chiefs of the Olam, and heads of the people
should come together to the high chamber of Z’eac-
mor in Tobrad, even to this place, at what times the
fires shall be seen on the summits of the plains, in
every ring, after three rings shall be completed ;

¢ And that the assembly shall hear and shall de-
cide all controversies of the nations ; so shall reason
take place of passion, and harmony succeed to dis-
cord. The kingdoms of Mumain, and of Ullad, and
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of Gaelen remaining perfect, the assemblies willing
for themselves as to themselves, as herefore.

« Each here is equal, free for his words ; he who
first riseth let him speak unto the end, and when all
who will speak what his mind had thought upon
have said, let the right hands be counted, and let
them be of avail.”

And all said, “ Yea.”

And Eocaid said, “ Of one thing more let my‘
words be heard.

“ When the sons of Golam first did hither come,
and win this land, it was divided into portiouns, the
Danan keeping Oldanmact, according to the cove-
nant of Magmortiomna, as aforetime; and lands
were assigned to the Cegail Iirgneat, on the borders
of the waters of the land bet“een Ullad and Ol-
danmact.

“ Marcac moved to Deas; and there also, on the
waters of the vast sea, Lugad the son of Itk abided.
Jolar raised his tents in the middle of the land.

¢ And in the northern portion was Er the son of
Cier seated by the affections of the nobles and of
the Gaal ; howbeit Amergeéin the priest devised other
things. '

f '1“0 rings were but completed, when Marcac
fell on Ceseol ; there was hisname invoked, calling him
Tber, the strength of Golam. 'Then did Jolar take
upon him to rule all the nations, the children of
Iber and the son of Cze: not of the age, calling him-
self ERIMIONN.

¢ Since which day the sons of Jolar are called of
Erimionn, Iolar no longer spoken of. !

““ Two Erimionn there cannot be;
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“ Therefore, what if he that shall be seated on
this seat; by the voice of the kings, princes, and
nobles’ of the land shall be called for all the time
that is to come

ARDRL”

And all said “ Yea.”

And Ardri said,

“ Eocaid hath now disclosed all his thoughts: as
occasion maketh necessary, laws can be added by
us, and by those hereafter.”

And the asséembly went forth of the high cham-
bér, and the boards were spread, and the feast was
gerved, and all were rejoiced for three da)s -

And on the fourth day,

When the assembly was together in the hwh
chamber,

. Ardri rose, and said,

“ FThe words of the laws of Ers, and the custom
of Tainistact ave set down on the rolls, and now
abide ou the table. of the high chamber of Zeacmor.

“ What if the words be read ?’

And all said, * Yea.”

And the chief secretary of Er: read aloud,

“ O man, shed not the blood of thy kind mah—
ciously.

“ Take not theu aught belonging to another, co-
vertly.

« Let not thy lips speak falsely to the injury of
another.

«“ Have mercy on every living being ; be merciful.

“ Do thou unto others as you would wish others
would do unto thee. This is just and proper.

“ Shall one kill another treacherously, let him be
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dragged on the ground and cast beneath the surface
of the earth without memorial.

¢ Shall oue take privately the property of another,
let him pay Eric twice the value of the thing taken,
and set apart. Is he not able to pay, hath he ab-
sconded from the land of his dwelling, let the family
pay, but let the transgressor bear his own shame.

« Shall one have spoken falsely of another, let the
false one suffer in the like manner as he designed
against the other, and let the like be observed in all
cases for ever. _

“ Let not the Glaal of Sciot of Iber go forth of
Eri to trouble another land, and if another race
shall enter the land of the children of Ider, to op-
press them without cause, let the warriors be of 6ne
mind, and as one arm to drive them into the sea, or
give them graves in Erz, unless they become sub-
jected.

“ Let the custom of Tainistact abide.”

And it was right and good.

“ And Ardri said, ¢ What if the judgments stand ?”

And all said, “ Yea.”

And Ardri said, “ Let the writing of Eolus and
the words of the chronicles be read.”

And I Neartan did read the words thereof, and
when I had made an end,

Ardri said,

“ Let the heralds say without,

“ Standeth any one on 7"brad for justice ?”

And it was answered, “ Nay.”

And the assembly went forth, and the doors of
the high chamber were closed.
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And Eocaid suffered not any one to depart whilst
Baal abided in his house Fluicim.

The song and the harp, and dance, and tales of
other times, and sports ceased not.

And after one moon all took their departure from
Tobrad, save Ardri, he dwelleth thereon.

Note.—Though the chronicles give a good idea of the facts herein
related, few words imay not prove unacceptable to render the his-
tory perfectly clear.

As at some certain stage of society, every nation of the earth has
produced its legislator, so hath Eri her Eocaid Olam Fodla.—His was
a spirit of peace, and having lamented the strife and contention that
had existed ever since the arrival in this island of this tribe, and fore-
seeing the probability of a dreadful continuance thereof, if some bond
of union should not be devised, he conceived the idea of a trienrjal
assembly of the kings, princes, nobles, a deputation of the Olam, and
heads of the people—-an epitome of representation. The place of
meeting was on the mount of Tobrad, the situation alinost central,
whereon Eocaid had erected an house durable, in which was one
apartment where the states sat, called the < high chumber of Teacmor
on Tobrad.” The usual season for calliny the assemibly tovether
was the beginning of November, when the fires were lighted on- all
the summits of the plains of Eri. Tbe nine laws established at this
time, were, with a very few additionis, the only laws of Eri whilst
sovereignty resided within. the land ; they sufficiently demonstrate
the genius of the people.

CHAP. V.

Now Eocaid lay beneath the covering of his tent,
‘and thé rain descended in torrents; but he would
not enter into the chambers of Zeacmor. yief 5

4w
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For he said, “ The sons of Marcac and Jolar
abide in their tents.”

He would not be intreated.

And Eocaid is intent on building up a house dur-
able for Olam, and of the youth nigh unto Z'eacmor,
but the rains and the cold did prevent the work.

‘Now Baal had entered into his house Biat, and
FEocaid moved towards Dun Sobairce.

And when it .was known through Ullad that the
king was within the land, all the princes, and all
the chiefs, and of the Olam, and of Gaal, flocked

-about him.

;And tents were raised up about Dun Sobazrce.

Now Eocaid took delight in hearing the tales of
other times, and Noradan told the tale of A/t and
Deama, and of the dog Gaoth, in the presence of
FEocuid, in the ears of the people.

And Eocard inquired if the tale was true, or the
invention of the fancy of the bards?

+ And Meiltan the aged chief of Larn, said, «“ The
words are true; in the tent of my dwelling now
abideth Cosluath, sprung from Gaoth.”

And Eocaid said unto Noradan, 3

“ Let the words of the tale be set down, they are
of pleasure and instruction, fit to be told and heard.”

-And Eocaid made a circuit of Ullad, at the charge
of 'the king; and he did give directions that houses-
durable should be builded at. Druimerit and Druim-
mor, and where the booth of the Olam standeth,,
nigh unto Dun Sobazrce, as FEolus had  thought to
do.
. And he did pass thtjough the land of Firgneat to
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Oldanmact, he had desire to speak with Meirt, chief
of the Danan.

And as he passed throungh the land of Gemtzr, he
did chance to see Tatla, a damsel of that land :
she was fair, yea, very fair. Z'atla was in every
mouth in Geintir, and how she abided with her wi-
dow meother, nor could be won to leave her and the
little ones, by any of the Dorlam of Firgneat.

And Eocaid took Tatla unte him.

- And ‘messengers were sent through Ullad with
words, saying,

“ Let the princes and nobles, and nine chlefs of
the Olam, and twice nine heads of ‘the people, meet
the king on the mount of Ullad, -out of hand.”

- And Eocaid sent: words unto- Morda chief judge,
and unto ‘Nelt ‘judge -in Ardlam, and’ unto -Beirid
judge in Iargael, to come unto him in Dun Sobairce:

And when the assembly were together,

Eocaid rose and said,

“« We are met to hold talk on:laws fon Ullad. - 1t
is known unto you that the words are set down on
the roll on the table of the high chamber of Zeae-
mor on 7'obrad.

« Hath any here present to-add thereto?”

And Morda stood up, and said, '

““ Hath not the king thought of the judges choos-
ing from amongst them to sit in the assembly of Eri,
and ‘to stand with the king on the mouut of Ullad
for times to come?”

And Eocard said, ‘

“ The king hath thought, and he hath determined
that the office of the judge is to listen to complaints
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of the injured, to hear the Cluastig, and to read
aloud the words on the roll of the laws. :

.« How be it "twere well that some three of the jus-
ticers were with the assembly, to speak if called u pon,
but by no meauns to hold up their right hands.

+ « Therefore, what if three of the judges named by
the king stand on the mouut with tlxe assewLly
hereafter ?”

And it was so.

‘And the king said,

. «'What if the chief judge read aloud the words on
the roll of the laws of Er¢?”

And Morda did read the words.
And Eocaid said, “ What if the nine laws for Erg
be accepted as laws for Ullad ?”

- And all said, *“ Yea.”

And Focaid said,
: % What if the judgments stand even here also
And all said, «“ Yea.”

“And Eocaid said, :

“ What if the custom of Tainistact abide also ?™

And all said, “ Yea.”

And Eocaid said, .

« Let the writings of Eolus and the words of the
chronicles be read aloud.”

“And Meilt, chief of the Olam of Dun Sobairce,
did read the writings of Eolus, and the chronicles of
Gaelag.

And I Neartan did read the words of the chro-
nicles of Er:.

And the king bad the heralds to say aloud,

v« Stand any on the mount for justice ?”

And no voice answered.
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And all the assembly did abide at Dun Sobairce
for nine days in mirth and great joy.

And Eocaid called unto him Feargus, a prince of
Ullad, Delb of the Olam, and Morda, chief judge,
to sit for the king in Ullad.

And he did give a charge unto Feargus to have
an eye to the work of the Mur Olamam.

- And unto Delb he did intreat to speak to the
Olam, to nourish the fire of the spirit of the youth,
and to repeat in their ears the lessons of wisdom, till
their tender minds should comprehend the truth of
the words thereof.

Now FEocaid moved towards Teacmor ;

‘His mind intent on building Mur Olamam of
Teacmor. ‘

And Mur Olamam is builded up, nevertheless the
Olam have not entered therewithin.

And there is peace throughout Eri: Ardri is the
delight of all the children of the land :

He doth walk in the ways of justice ; reason light-
ing his paths, truth directing his steps thereon.

Now when Buaal entered the threshold of his house
Tarsgith, Eocaid moved towards Dun Sobairce, and
he bad Ardfear, a prince of Ullad, to call -compa-
nions to him, and to go unto Zobrad, and to abide
there ; and to send tidings unto him if any thing did
hap fit for his ear.

And on the morrow, after Eocaid reached unto
Dun Sobairce, he did say unto me,

i Neartdn, go thou to Mur Olamam, and wait my
coming.”

And on the next day Eocaid went towards Mur
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Olamain, and all the Olam, and all the youths went
forth to meet the king.

And when they arrived at the door of Mur Olam-
ain, the Olam made way that the king may go therein.

But Eocaid said, “ Nay, not so ; let the Olam en-
ter. No man should appear so great as the teacher in
the eye of his disciple.” And the king would have
it so. '

And Eocaid was seated in the midst, and he did
utter lessons of wisdom, instruction to the minds of
the wisest of the Olam of Ullad.

And he did give strict charge to the Olam to take
care of the youth.

Eri enjoyeth peace on every side.

And when Eocaid had ruled in Ullad for the cir-
cuit of six rings, Don king in Gaelen died, having
ruled one score and seventeen rings, and Roitheasac
his son was chosen.

And Eocaid did not return to Zeacmor till Baal
had entered his house Blat; and nine of the Olam
of Ullad were in his company.

And when every thing was ready that they may
enter into Mur Olamain of Teacmor, Eocaid did go
thither with them, and he did seat them therein, and
they did eat of the king’s meat every day.

And his mind was in doubt what he should doj
for he said, “ Should portions be dealt out unto the
Olain of T'eacmor, before the assembly shall be toge-
ther on Z'obrad, consenting thereunto, peradventure
the kings of Mumain or Gaelen may think evil
therefrom

Aund be called Ardfear, and me Neartan unto

YOL. II. I
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him, and many words did pass; at length drdre
said, .

“One ring and two Ratha is too long a time that
the youth be neglected, the work shall not stand.”

And he called the Olam to him, and he bad them
to receive the youth who should come unto them.

And he did set out nine portions for the Olwn, and
nine equal portions for the youths of the land of
Ardri.

And when it was known, the children of the land
did flock to Mur Olwnain; for till now the yottn of
Glaelen were neglected. Fhere the priest is regarded
as the bard and the minstrel, yea, as the dancing-
master is in Mumazn, and as the Olam i the land of
Ullad. '

And. Feargus did Send words from Dun Sobairce
unto Ardri, of practices of the priests in Ullad, re-
specting the Carneac, and offerings to Baal.

But Eocaid bad that the words be guarded till he
should be in Dun Sobairce; and he added, moreover,
¢ The priests must be spoken of on the mount.”

Every tongue in Ullad is loud in Feargus praise,
he ruleth the land in truth and wisdom, in justice
and in. mercy.

Ardri abideth on Tobrad, his mind intent on Mur
Olamain of Teucmor. "

CHAP. VL

Now the messengers went forth through Eri'with
letters, saying, [
“ Let the kings, princes, and nobles, and chiefs of



OF ERI. i1

the Olam, and heads of the people, meet Ardri in the
high-chamber of Teacmor on T'obrad, what time the
fires shall be lighted on the summits of the plains of
Ers.”

And when the time came, and the assembly were
together, Ardri rose from the throne, and he did say,
< ““When the days of mirth shall have passed, Ardri
hath words for the ear of the aasembly, touching
Mur Olamain of Teacmor.”

1 And when he had made an end, the heralds sald'
aloud,

“ A man of Fzrg‘neat standeth on Tobrad to com-
plain of the Danan.”

And the king said, “ Let it be inquired, doth the
Danan hear the words of Feargneat ?” :

And it was answered, “ Nay.”

And Eocaid said,

. ¢ Let the man of Geintir abide in the tents of the
king, and let a messenger with words be sent unto
Meirt chief in Oldanmact.”

And the assembly went forth, and the boards
were spread, and there were feasts and sports, and
all were full of joy and gladness.

And on the ninth day the doors of the high cham-
ber were opened,
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